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The term culture in its anthropological sense did not enter the American lexicon
with force until after 1910—more than a century after Herder began to use it in
Germany and another thirty years after E. B. Tylor and Franz Boas made it the
object of anthropological attention. Before Cultures explores this delay in the
development of the culture concept and its relation to the description of
difference in late nineteenth-century America.

In this work, Brad Evans weaves together the histories of American literature and
anthropology. His study brings alive not only the regionalist and ethnographic
fiction of the time but also revives a range of neglected materials, including the
Zuni sketchbooks of anthropologist Frank Hamilton Cushing; popular magazines
such as Century Illustrated Monthly, which published Cushing's articles
alongside Henry James's; the debate between Joel Chandler Harris,
author/collector of the Uncle Remus folktales, and John Wesley Powell, perhaps
the most important American anthropologist of the time; and Du Bois's polemics
against the culture concept as it was being developed in the early twentieth
century.
Written with clarity and grace, Before Cultures will be of value to students of
American literature, history, and anthropology alike.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A fascinating work, bringing anthropology to bear on literary studies and giving American literature a new
and hitherto under-theorized frame of reference. Evans argues that there is a definitional tension between
ethnographic cultures, referred to in the plural, and humanistic culture, referred to in the singular. That
tension haunts us still." - Wai Chee Dimock, Yale University"

About the Author

Brad Evans is assistant professor of English at Rutgers University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelina Lewis:

The book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
examining a book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a book Before Cultures:
The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Noah Giles:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Before Cultures: The
Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lorri Nicholson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Before Cultures: The Ethnographic
Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 as good book



not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Beverly Barber:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in
American Literature, 1865-1920 was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Before Cultures: The Ethnographic Imagination in American Literature, 1865-1920 has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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