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Over the centuries, observances of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic
calendar, have traveled far from their origins at Karbala—a windswept desert
plain that is now a town in present-day Iraq—where, according to tradition,
Hussein, the beloved grandson of Prophet Muhammad, was brutally put to death
together with seventy-two of his male companions on the tenth day of the month.
For this reason, Muharram is synonymous with both the first month and the tenth
day. Hussein’s passion and death are considered the ultimate example of sacrifice
for Shia Muslims and scores of rituals devoted to Muharram have developed
during the last thirteen centuries, especially in Iran where Twelver Shi’ism
became the state religion in the sixteenth century. 

As Peter Chelkowski describes in Eternal Performance, many of these rituals
were exported to other lands over time. They crossed boundaries and cultures
from Iran and Iraq to Lebanon, the Indian subcontinent, North America, and the
Caribbean. Yet all Muharram rituals, no matter where or how they are performed,
have their origins in Karbala. The transformation and transmission of these
observances to their present-day forms around the world are the result of the
intersection of multiple races, religions, and artistic traditions. Eternal
Performance explores the social, political, cultural, artistic, and religious
significance of Muharram rituals for millions of global observers.
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Over the centuries, observances of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar, have traveled far from
their origins at Karbala—a windswept desert plain that is now a town in present-day Iraq—where, according
to tradition, Hussein, the beloved grandson of Prophet Muhammad, was brutally put to death together with
seventy-two of his male companions on the tenth day of the month. For this reason, Muharram is
synonymous with both the first month and the tenth day. Hussein’s passion and death are considered the
ultimate example of sacrifice for Shia Muslims and scores of rituals devoted to Muharram have developed
during the last thirteen centuries, especially in Iran where Twelver Shi’ism became the state religion in the
sixteenth century. 

As Peter Chelkowski describes in Eternal Performance, many of these rituals were exported to other lands
over time. They crossed boundaries and cultures from Iran and Iraq to Lebanon, the Indian subcontinent,
North America, and the Caribbean. Yet all Muharram rituals, no matter where or how they are performed,
have their origins in Karbala. The transformation and transmission of these observances to their present-day
forms around the world are the result of the intersection of multiple races, religions, and artistic traditions.
Eternal Performance explores the social, political, cultural, artistic, and religious significance of Muharram
rituals for millions of global observers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter J. Chelkowski is professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic studies at New York University. He is the
author of Mirror of the Invisible World and Ta’ziyeh: Ritual and Drama in Iran, among other works.  He has
been the recipient of awards and fellowships from the American Association of University Presses; the
Smithsonian Institute; the Hoover Institute on War, Revolution, and Peace Fellowship; and the Social
Science Research Council.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Darren Billups:

This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) without
we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become
worry Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) can bring if you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) having good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Florence Booth:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Eternal Performance:
Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments)is a
single of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The
author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see
the represented of the world within this book.

Grace Godwin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and
Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every



ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Eternal
Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) as good book not just by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Helen Velez:

This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) is fresh way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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