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Introduced into service early in 1938 during a time of extensive re-organisation
of Army air units, the Ki-27, known as the 97 Sen by its pilots, achieved its first
successes during the so-called 'China Incident' against the mainly biplane types
operated by the Chinese. On 10 April 1938 Ki-27 pilots of the 2nd Daitai (later to
become the 64th Sentai) claimed 24 Chinese biplane fighters shot down for the
loss of only two of their own. Almost within a year of its combat debut against
the Chinese the 97 Sen was to be tested in fighting against the Russians during
the Nomonhan Incident of 1939. Initially the 97 Sen proved superior to the
Soviet I-16 monoplanes, but the latter were hastily modified to better engage the
Japanese fighter and the Russian pilots rapidly adapted to exploit their own
strengths and the enemy weaknesses. A handful of Japanese Army Air Force
(JAAF) aces emerged from this showdown to be lauded by the Japanese press
and ever associated with the iconic 97 Sen - Shimada the 'Red-Legged Hawk',
Shihonara the 'Richthofen of the Orient' and Yoshiyama, the 'warrior of the
Holombile Plateau'. These were the glory days for the JAAF and many of the
successful 97 Sen pilots went on to become the outstanding leaders and veteran
aces of the Pacific War. By December, 1941 the JAAF had just started to replace
the 97 Sen with the more modern Hayabusa, but the fixed undercarriage fighter
still equipped 17 of the 19 Army fighter Sentai and took the brunt of the
offensive against the British and Americans in Southeast Asia and the
Philippines, as well as the Homeland Defence capability at the time of the
Doolittle Raid. Initially facing more modern Allied types of fighter, the 97 Sen
was more than able to hold its own by exploiting its outstanding aerobatic
qualities. But the writing was on the wall for an unarmoured, fixed undercarriage
aircraft with two rifle-calibre machine guns as the Allies consolidated and began
their fightback. In China, Chennault had already assessed the 97 Sen's strengths
and weaknesses, describing it as a fighter that 'climbs like a sky rocket and
manoeuvres like a squirrel'. Prior to the outbreak of the Pacific War he had sent a
complete dossier on the type to the USA where it was studiously ignored. The
pace of re-equipment with new types and the resurgence of Allied airpower
required JAAF units to continue with the 97 Sen as main equipment, especially
on the quieter fronts and in Home Defence. By 1943 it was considered seriously
obsolete but was still being encountered in combat by Allied pilots, especially in
the air defence role. The Ki-27 also found an important secondary role as an
armed fighter trainer, equipping an important number of training units and flying
schools. The Mansyu Ki-79, a purpose built trainer produced in both single and
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two-seater versions, was based on the Ki-27. It also served expediently in the
suicide attack role and in at least one epic air defence combat. In February 1945,
over Chiba, experienced ace WO Masatoshi Masuzawa, flying one of the open
cockpit trainers, downed a US Navt Hellcat. Masuzawa had scored his first
victory in a 97 Sen over Nomonhan in 1939, and in three months of fighting there
had claimed 12 enemy aircraft shot down. He epitomised the veteran JAAF flyers
who had first taken the 97 Sen to war and survived to see the atom bombs
dropped on their homeland.
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Force (JAAF) aces emerged from this showdown to be lauded by the Japanese press and ever associated with
the iconic 97 Sen - Shimada the 'Red-Legged Hawk', Shihonara the 'Richthofen of the Orient' and
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the outbreak of the Pacific War he had sent a complete dossier on the type to the USA where it was
studiously ignored. The pace of re-equipment with new types and the resurgence of Allied airpower required
JAAF units to continue with the 97 Sen as main equipment, especially on the quieter fronts and in Home
Defence. By 1943 it was considered seriously obsolete but was still being encountered in combat by Allied
pilots, especially in the air defence role. The Ki-27 also found an important secondary role as an armed
fighter trainer, equipping an important number of training units and flying schools. The Mansyu Ki-79, a
purpose built trainer produced in both single and two-seater versions, was based on the Ki-27. It also served
expediently in the suicide attack role and in at least one epic air defence combat. In February 1945, over
Chiba, experienced ace WO Masatoshi Masuzawa, flying one of the open cockpit trainers, downed a US
Navt Hellcat. Masuzawa had scored his first victory in a 97 Sen over Nomonhan in 1939, and in three
months of fighting there had claimed 12 enemy aircraft shot down. He epitomised the veteran JAAF flyers
who had first taken the 97 Sen to war and survived to see the atom bombs dropped on their homeland.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Nicholas Millman is one of Britain's leading researchers of Japanese military aviation. In addition to
publishing articles in specialist journals and supporting the research of other authors, he runs his own website
dedicated to the subject which attracts visitors from 111 countries. He is a member of Pacific Air War
History Associates, an international group of authors and researchers working in this field. Having spent
much of his working life in the Far East he has an abiding interest in the history of military aviation in this
part of the world, and first hand knowledge of the geography, languages and people.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) had been making
you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages
for you. The e-book Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces). You
never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

David Marx:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Eduardo Ford:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces).



Russell Hardison:

You can obtain this Ki-27 ‘Nate’ Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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