
Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An
Introductory History

By Richard Harland

Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History By
Richard Harland

Richard Harland provides a lucid account of all the major movements in literary
theory up to the late 1960s. In a lucid and accessible style, he unfolds a
comprehensive "story" of literary theory in all its manifestations. Because
contemporary literary theory depends heavily upon European thinkers, the book
has an international focus, and its coverage extends from philosophers to social
theorists to linguists. Harland explains the essential principles of each theoretical
position, looking behind particular critical judgments and interpretations in order
to convey a core grasp of underlying positions.
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essential principles of each theoretical position, looking behind particular critical judgments and
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Editorial Review

Review
'Absorbing and illuminating...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who want to learn, or be
reminded, that criticism was not invented sometime in the 1960s. Harland has included a time chart covering
the major periods of criticism and a glossary. He ends his account with structuralism but promises a second
volume that will cover 'the last 30 years'. I look forward to it.' - Times Higher Education Supplement
'Richard Harland's absorbing and illuminating Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes...draws frequent
parallels between the past and the present...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who want to
learn, or be reminded, that criticism was not invented, like sexual intercourse, sometime in the 1960s.' - Gary
Day, Times Higher Education Supplement

Review
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be reminded, that criticism was not invented sometime in the 1960s. Harland has included a time chart
covering the major periods of criticism and a glossary. He ends his account with structuralism but
promises a second volume that will cover 'the last 30 years'. I look forward to it.' - Times Higher
Education Supplement

'Richard Harland's absorbing and illuminating Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes...draws frequent
parallels between the past and the present...Literary Theory is ideal for students and lecturers who
want to learn, or be reminded, that criticism was not invented, like sexual intercourse, sometime in the
1960s.' - Gary Day, Times Higher Education Supplement

From the Back Cover
Where does the current explosion in literary theory come from? What earlier theoretical movements does it
grow out of, bounce off, react against?
This introductory history homes in on the essential principles governing the major movements in literary
theory, unfolding a comprehensive 'story' in all its jumps and swings and switches.
Because contemporary literary theory depends heavily upon European thinkers, the focus here is
international; and because contemporary theory draws from many sources outside traditional 'literary
criticism', the coverage also extends to philosophers, social theorists and linguists.
Harland looks behind particular critical judgements and interpretations in order to convey a core grasp of
underlying positions. He explains the internal rationale of each position, along with its derivation and
repercussions. At the same time, he shows how literary theory has taken on very different roles in different
periods. He relates these different roles to particular socio-political settings, institutional contexts and
creative practices.
Lucid and accessible, Literary Theory from Plato to Barthes is an invaluable aid for students seeking to make
sense of contemporary literary theory.
Richard Harland is a Senior Fellow on the English Program at the University of Wollongong, Australia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Shanika Jeans:

The guide untitled Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History is the guide that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they
share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes:
An Introductory History from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Hugo Mann:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Literary
Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get previous to. The Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better
life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Teresa Graham:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Neil McNatt:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Literary Theory From Plato To Barthes: An Introductory History when you necessary it?
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