
Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the
Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay
Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop
Cop"

By Derrick Parker, Matt Diehl

Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master
Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop" By Derrick Parker,
Matt Diehl

As head of the first special force unit devoted exclusively to the investigation of
hip-hop crime, first-grade detective Derrick Parker worked on some of the
biggest criminal cases in rap history. From the shooting at Club New York to the
murder of Tupac Shakur, Derrick was on the inside of hip-hop's most notorious
crimes.

Always straddling the fence between "po-po" and NYPD outsider, Derrick
threatened police tradition to try and get the cases solved. He was the first New
York detective on the Biggie Smalls' murder and discovered shocking and never-
before-revealed information from an unlikely informant. He protected one of the
only surviving eyewitnesses to the Jam Master Jay murder and knows the identity
of the killers as well as the motivation behind the shooting.

Notorious C.O.P. reveals hip-hop crimes that never made the paper--like the
robbing of Foxy Brown and the first Hot 97 shooting--and answers some
lingering questions about murders that have remained unsolved.

The book that both the NYPD and the hip-hop community don't want you to
read, Notorious C.O.P. is the first insider look at the real links between crime and
hip-hop and the inefficiencies that have left some of the most widely publicized
murders in entertainment history unsolved.
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Editorial Review

Review

“A compelling examination of why so many rap crimes remain unsolved.” ?Entertainment Weekly

“Frequently persuasive.” ?New York Times Book Review

“A powerful and fascinating account of what Parker calls ‘the truth about the rap music industry.'”
?Publishers Weekly

“Parker delivers in providing considerable illumination.” ?Time Out New York

“A gritty memoir…entertaining, and likely to hold strong appeal for hip-hop fans.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“As a sketch of a man pulled between two worlds and a look behind many of the hip-headlines, it's
fascinating.” ?The Orlando Sentinal
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Notorious C.O.P.
1.
IT'S LIKE THAT, AND THAT'S THE WAY IT IS : The Unsolved Mysteries of Hip-Hop Tragedy
The allure of breaking the law is always too much for me to ever ignore.
--Jay-Z, "Allure"
 
You're nobody 'til somebody kills you ...
--Notorious B. I. G.
UF-61 Date of Occurrence: 10/30/02. Classification: Homicide. Approximate Time of Occurrence: 1930
hours. Referred to Detective Squad.
IT was around 1:00 A.M. when my cell phone rang. On the other end of the line was A. J. Calloway, then the
host of the Black Entertainment Television network's hit show 106th and Park--the TRL of the hip-hop
generation. I could tell from his trembling voice A. J. had bad news.



Male/Black. Age: 37 Date of Birth: 1/21/65 Wearing black jeans, black leather jacket, white shell-toe
Adidas.
"Did you hear what happened?" A. J. said.
On T/P/O victim was found facedown, apparently suffered from a gunshot wound, D.O.A.
It had to be something more than just gossip: A. J. always keeps his cool, but tonight he sounded a little
shook. Okay, real shook.
"No, what's up?" I replied.
Victim identified as Jason Mizell (Jam Master Jay). 103 P.D.S. notified.
"Jam Master Jay got shot," he said.
All I could say was, "Holy shit." We knew what was about to happen: we'd been down this road before.
Tersely, we said our goodbyes. A. J. had other people to call. So did I.
Witnesses uncooperative. No suspects, leads at this time.
They say everything comes in threes. It happened in Las Vegas. It happened in Los Angeles. And now it had
happened here. In New York. My own backyard. Less than a mile, in fact, from where I grew up. It was a
familiar story. A hip-hop superstar had been killed. In full view of witnesses. And the murder would never be
solved--at least not by conventional law enforcement. I started feeling sick to my stomach.
I knew my phone was going to start ringing off the hook. The streets were gonna start talking, and talking
loud. The clubs, corners, barbershops, boulevards, avenues, and back alleys where I used to hunt the truth
were abuzz, and I couldn't turn my ears off from the murmurs of the street. The news that Jam Master Jay
had been killed awoke the homicide detective that had been laying dormant inside me.
I couldn't say it out loud yet, but I knew it already in my heart: badge or no badge, I was going to solve the
Jam Master Jay murder and continue my mission to stop the cycle of violence and distrust that had claimed
the lives of our greatest hip-hop icons. Boom! The "hip-hop cop" was back.
Gutted, I started calling all my old street informants, trying to find out whatever I could. Reaching out to my
contacts in Queens'shomicide division, where I'd worked so many years ago, I finally got in touch with
Bernie Porter, a detective from the 103rd Precinct in South Jamaica. Porter confirmed the story going
around: Jam Master Jay had been killed in his Jamaica, Queens-based recording studio. But, he added,
NYPD didn't have much to go on, and furthermore, witnesses weren't cooperating.
"Surprise, surprise," I thought to myself. I told Bernie if he needed my help to give me a call. He never did,
but I could already feel myself getting pulled in. While Jam Master Jay's murder would've been any
homicide detective's nightmare, for me--as the New York Police Department's original "hip-hop cop," as I
became known first by my law-enforcement colleagues and eventually by the media--it was worse than a
nightmare.
Hip-hop is in a state of crisis, yet nobody on either side is making the right moves to quash it. Due to its
tragic legacy of violence, hip-hop supremacy could end at any time: just let one well-placed AK-47 spray at
an awards show and it's all over--and considering what's gone down at those awards shows, that's a pretty
fuckin' likely scenario. So when I got the call about Jam Master Jay's abrupt death that fateful night in 2002,
it felt particularly bittersweet. His murder seemed so symbolic to me: if a tree is already dying, how can it
survive when you remove the roots?
In fact, I was no longer a homicide detective when I first heard the tragic news that hip-hop legend Jam
Master Jay, the innovative D.J. for rap's first worldwide superstars, Run-DMC, had been shot and killed in
his recording studio on October 30, 2002. I had actually retired from the New York Police Department
(NYPD) nine months prior, but I was having trouble suppressing my investigative instincts. After spending
twenty years on the force, they kicked in like a reflex.
I started as a twenty-year-old beat cop walking seedy Times Square streets during Ed Koch's infamous
mayoralty before moving on to the Bronx for undercover narcotics, ending up straight outta Brooklyn as a
first-grade homicide detective with a gold shield under Rudy Giuliani's iron-fisted administration. Working
homicide, I'd investigated well over three hundred murder cases; on the job, Isaw more dead people than that
little kid in The Sixth Sense. I've seen bodies chopped up in sections and then neatly disposed of in little



plastic bags. I found one victim's bones tossed on the Van Wyck Expressway. In another case, I saw a man's
face blown clear off by a shotgun, his eyeballs blown out their sockets, leaving a hole in his head like a
window. Through that "window," I could see the dude's brain membrane. Yup, just another day on the job.
Talk to any big-city detective and you'll probably hear similar stories--but that's not why you're reading this.
Ultimately, what I became most known for inside the NYPD (and in the media) was my status as the first
hip-hop cop.
The NYPD would've liked to keep my existence as the hip-hop cop secret. If it wasn't for a particular
newspaper article, I probably wouldn't even be writing these words today. That article was the shot heard
'round the world, reprinted as far as Australia and bounced all over the Internet.
On March 9, 2004, The Miami Herald published a story by Evelyn McDonnell and Nicole White headlined
POLICE SECRETLY WATCHING HIP-HOP ARTISTS. In it, McDonnell and White revealed that Miami
law enforcement were "secretly watching and keeping dossiers on hip-hop celebrities," even
"[photographing] rappers as they arrived at Miami International Airport."
According to Evelyn McDonnell, she became aware of Miami law enforcement's covert hip-hop surveillance
through a not-so-covert human screwup. After that, McDonnell, The Miami Herald's chief music reviewer,
wrote an article profiling local Miami rapper Jacki-O. She then received an e-mail from a Miami Beach-
based police detective named Rosa Redruello asking her for information. "I collect intelligence on all current
rappers and record companies in the South Beach area," Redruello explained in the note. McDonnell was
taken aback. "It was pretty shocking," she explains in hindsight. "When I realized it was from a police
officer, I knew this was a big deal. I e-mailed the woman back and said 'Sorry, I can't divulge my sources--
but I'd love to hear more about what you do.'"
That's right--Miami law enforcement's clandestine hip-hop surveillance wasn't discovered via an intense
investigative exposé; no, adetective made it easy and sent a fucking e-mail. The first rule of law enforcement
is the same as the code of the streets: keep your mouth shut--especially when talking to a journalist. Covert
activity in any police department is kept undercover for two reasons. One, so those under surveillance don't
realize they're being watched; two, exposure of such surveillance usually results in a public-relations
disaster. As such, McDonnell and White's article exploded Miami's tensions like a volcano.
"Racial profiling" was already a hot-button topic for law enforcement across the nation; to many, the
revelation that major urban police departments were targeting rappers and the hip-hop industry was further
evidence of this practice. But racial profiling was an especially huge issue in Miami, according to
McDonnell's collaborator Nicole White. "Black lawmakers were concerned by the profiling element," White
explains today. "A lot of money was at stake, and that was the main concern."
The fallout from The Miami Herald piece was immediate. In particular, local tourism was threatened, and
Miami was already walking on thin ice where race issues were concerned. After the city had refused to
officially welcome South African activist/leader Nelson Mandela in 1990, Miami suffered a debilitating
three-year tourism boycott by African-Americans. In later years, racial tensions exploded over incidents that
occurred when hundreds of thousands of black revelers descended upon Miami for Memorial Day
celebrations.
Since then, however, Miami had become a tourism mecca for hip-hop artists and their fans, with South
Beach's glitzy, upscale clubs, hotels, and recording studios all catering to the blinged-out rap pack. Rappers
were spending big money in Miami and showing off the city's high life in music videos, and as a result its
luster as a glamorous A-list vacation spot had been restored. But now that was threatened. Following
McDonnell and White's article, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) and other civil-rights groups
immediately threatened major lawsuits. And music industry insiders were pissed. "Russell Simmons was
very upset," McDonnell says. "Damon Dash went on record: he was very upset that incidents from hispast
were still haunting him. Luther Campbell was very upset. Fat Joe found it all depressing because he thought
in Miami he was getting away from that kind of surveillance. The hip-hop community in general was like
'We knew it was going on.'"
Quickly, I found myself in the eye of this hip-hop hurricane. Eventually it ...



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Lee:

Here thing why that Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay
Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop" are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Notorious
C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-
Hop Cop" giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no guide that similar with Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master
Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop". It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Notorious C.O.P.:
The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop"
in e-book can be your substitute.

Patrick Taylor:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside
Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop" can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Tiffaney Serna:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac,
Biggie, and Jam Master Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop" was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam
Master Jay Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop" has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.

Duane Zook:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Notorious C.O.P.: The Inside Story of the Tupac, Biggie, and Jam Master Jay
Investigations from NYPD's First "Hip-Hop Cop". You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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