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In Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy, S. M. Amadae tells the remarkable story
of how rational choice theory rose from obscurity to become the intellectual
bulwark of capitalist democracy. Amadae roots Rationalizing Capitalist
Democracy in the turbulent post-World War II era, showing how rational choice
theory grew out of the RAND Corporation's efforts to develop a "science" of
military and policy decisionmaking. But while the first generation of rational
choice theorists—William Riker, Kenneth Arrow, and James Buchanan—were
committed to constructing a "scientific" approach to social science research, they
were also deeply committed to defending American democracy from its Marxist
critics. Amadae reveals not only how the ideological battles of the Cold War
shaped their ideas but also how those ideas may today be undermining the very
notion of individual liberty they were created to defend.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A most interesting examination of the evolution of rational choice theory within economics, political
science, and philosophy, and she describes as well how its emergence fits into the intellectual politics of the
cold war era. The depth of reading and analysis is most impressive . . . Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy is
an excellent work of research and a useful, engaging presentation of ideas. It will repay reading by all
economists, historians, and political scientists interested in the development of ideology."
(Stanley L. Engerman Business History Review)

"This book should be widely consulted by anyone working in the field of social policy today. This is an
engaging and important book ."
(James Midgley Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare)

2004 J. David Greenstone Prize
American Political Science Association
(American Political Science Association)

"The difficult texts in the canon of rational choice theory are discussed with clarity and insight. For those
who want to know this intellectual history, this is the book to read. . . . That rational choice provided a
foundation for some Cold War liberals is important and worth understanding. This book provides the means
for such understanding."
(Michael Coulter Journal of Markets and Morality)

“[Amadae] explains how the RAND Corporation's systems analysis and rational policy analysis became
normative standards in governmental decision making. There are arresting insights into the whole ensemble
of defense establishment leaders and institutions. . . . This is . . . a sophisticated, substantive, and balanced
interpretation. Readers will come away from this book with a nuanced and enhanced understanding of many
vital and enduring themes in contemporary political thought. This is an exemplary study in modern
intellectual history. It is well positioned to reconfigure the contours of the rational choice theory landscape
and its legacy.”

(Frank Annunziata Journal of American History)

“Rational choice liberalism has become an influential part of contemporary political philosophy. Amadae
brilliantly identifies the historical roots and philosophical structure of this fundamental reworking of classical
liberalism and critically assesses its pivotal role in the Cold War battle versus communism.”<#209>Robert
Bellah, University of California, Berkeley
(Robert Bellah, University of California, Berkeley)

“Truly excellent, S. M. Amadae’s Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy convincingly shows how heavily the
modern rise of rational choice perspectives has been shaped by the incubating role of RAND in particular
and, even more fundamentally, by the Cold War context. Along the way, Amadae provides fascinating
insights into the work and careers of key figures like Kenneth Arrow, Duncan Black, James Buchanan,
William Riker, and John Rawls. This book makes a substantial and original contribution to modern



intellectual history.”<#209>Rogers Smith, University of Pennsylvania
(Rogers Smith, University of Pennsylvania)

“Superb.Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy is unique in its grand program and its coverage. It will be
widely read by both advocates and opponents of rational choice theory. Every rational choice theorist will
learn from it. Some will reinterpret what they thought they knew of parts of the theory; all will gain
perspective on the massive enterprise.”<#209>Russell Hardin, Stanford University and New York
University
(Russell Hardin, Stanford University and New York University)

“That which emerges from separately pursued paths of scientific inquiry often has a coherence that only an
external observer can discern. As a protagonist in this book’s story line, I welcome Amadae’s integration of
public choice ideas into the more comprehensive vision that was never a part of my intent.”<#209>James
Buchanan, 1986 Nobel Laureate in Economics

(James Buchanan, 1986 Nobel Laureate in Economics)

From the Inside Flap

In Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy, S. M. Amadae tells the remarkable story of how rational choice
theory rose from obscurity to become the intellectual bulwark of capitalist democracy. Amadae roots
Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy in the turbulent post-World War II era, showing how rational choice
theory grew out of the RAND Corporation's efforts to develop a "science" of military and policy
decisionmaking. But while the first generation of rational choice theorists--William Riker, Kenneth Arrow,
and James Buchanan--were committed to constructing a "scientific" approach to social science research, they
were also deeply committed to defending American democracy from its Marxist critics. Amadae reveals not
only how the ideological battles of the Cold War shaped their ideas but also how those ideas may today be
undermining the very notion of individual liberty they were created to defend.

About the Author

S. M. Amadae is a research fellow in the Office for History of Science and Technology at the University of
California, Berkeley.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The Cold War Origins of Rational Choice Liberalism? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?



Michael Quintanar:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The Cold War Origins of Rational Choice Liberalism the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The Cold War
Origins of Rational Choice Liberalism giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Albertha Lemons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims
Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The Cold War Origins of Rational Choice Liberalism.

William Looney:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The
Cold War Origins of Rational Choice Liberalism to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Rationalizing Capitalist Democracy: The Cold War Origins
of Rational Choice Liberalism can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of their time.
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