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A stranger arrives at the remote village of Viscos, carrying with him a backpack
containing a notebook and eleven gold bars. He comes searching for the answer
to a question that torments him: Are human beings, in essence, good or evil? In
welcoming the mysterious foreigner, the whole village becomes an accomplice to
his sophisticated plot, which will forever mark their lives.

A novel of temptation by the internationally bestselling author Paulo Coelho, The
Devil and Miss Prym is a thought-provoking parable of a community devoured
by greed, cowardice, and fear—as it struggles with the choice between good and
evil.
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A stranger arrives at the remote village of Viscos, carrying with him a backpack containing a notebook and
eleven gold bars. He comes searching for the answer to a question that torments him: Are human beings, in
essence, good or evil? In welcoming the mysterious foreigner, the whole village becomes an accomplice to
his sophisticated plot, which will forever mark their lives.

A novel of temptation by the internationally bestselling author Paulo Coelho, The Devil and Miss Prym is a
thought-provoking parable of a community devoured by greed, cowardice, and fear—as it struggles with the
choice between good and evil.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
New to the U.S. but first published in Europe in 1992, Coelho's latest (following the bestselling The Zahir) is
an old school parable of good and evil. When a stranger enters the isolated mountain town of Viscos with the
devil literally by his side, the widow Berta knows (because her deceased husband, with whom she
communicates daily, tells her) that a battle for the town's souls has begun. The stranger, a former arms
dealer, calls himself Carlos and proposes a wager to the town: if someone turns up murdered within a week,
he'll give the town enough gold to make everyone wealthy. Carlos ensures people believe him by choosing
the town bartender, the orphan Chantal Prym, as his instrument: he shows her where the gold is, confides that
his wife and children have been executed by kidnapper terrorists (remember: 1992), and that he is hoping his
belief that people are basically evil will be vindicated. Chantal would like nothing better than to disappear
with the gold herself and thus faces her own dilemmas. Add in corrupt townspeople (including a priest),
sometimes biting social commentary and, distastefully, a very heavily stereotyped recurring town legend
about an Arab named Ahab, and you've got quite a little Garden of Eden potboiler. But the unsatisfying
ending lets everyone off the hook and leaves questions hanging like ripe apples. (July 3)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Internationally acclaimed author and contemporary fabulist Coelho concludes his excellent And on the
Seventh Day trilogy with another provocative morality tale centered on a "week in the life of ordinary
people, all of whom find themselves suddenly confronted by love, death, and power." As in By the River
Piedra I Sat Down and Wept (1996) and Veronika Decides to Die (2001), the characters who populate the
author's fictional village, a moribund community struggling to maintain its ever-elusive spiritual identity, are
immediately thrust into the center of the timeless conflict between right and wrong when a stranger bearing
11 bars of gold and accompanied by the devil arrives in Viscos prepared to challenge the citizens of the town
with an intriguing moral dilemma. Will the townsfolk succumb to temptation, confirming that man is
inherently evil; or will goodness triumph over evil, proving that every human being has the capacity to make
his own choices and decide his or her own destiny? These and other philosophical questions are posed by
Coehlo in the same mesmerizing, lyrical style he employed in The Alchemist (1993). A natural choice for
book clubs and discussion groups. Margaret Flanagan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Only someone Jesuit-trained could bring to Scripture the kind of coolly passionate imagination on display
in Coelho’s latest novel.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

The book The Devil and Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation (P.S.) make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Devil and

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation (P.S.) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open up and read a e-book The Devil and Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation (P.S.). Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

George Sanders:

This book untitled The Devil and Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation (P.S.) to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Ralph Overman:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Devil and Miss Prym: A
Novel of Temptation (P.S.), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Florence Ross:

The book untitled The Devil and Miss Prym: A Novel of Temptation (P.S.) contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author.
The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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