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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Fans of Diamant's The Red Tent who were disappointed by her sophomore effort (Good Harbor) will be
happy to find her back on historical turf in her latest, set in early 1800s Massachusetts. Inspired by the
settlement of Dogtown, Diamant reimagines the community of castoffs—widows, prostitutes, orphans,
African-Americans and ne'er-do-wells—all eking out a harsh living in the barren terrain of Cape Ann. Black
Ruth, the African woman who dresses like a man and works as a stonemason; Mrs. Stanley, who runs the
local brothel, and Judy Rhines, an unmarried white woman whose lover Corneliusis a freed slave, are among
Dogtown's inhabitants who are considered suspect—even witches—by outsiders. Shifting perspectives
among the various residents (including the settlement's dogs, who provide comfort to the lonely), Diamant
brings the period alive with domestic details and movingly evokes the surprising bonds the outcasts formin
their dying days. This chronicle of adwindling community strikes a consistently melancholy tone—readers
in search of happy endings won't find any here—but Diamant renders these forgotten lives with imagination
and sengitivity.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine

In The Last Days of Dogtown, Diamant paints avivid and gripping historical setting as she delvesinto alost
crevice of human dramain 19th-century Massachusetts and renders it with amodern slickness. There are no
novel revelations about love, however. Instead, she takes us alongside the drunkards, whores, and witches
(the strongest character is Black Ruth, who rarely speaks), and, in the end, she evokes the tragic silliness of
humanity in the grays and pale sunshine of Cape Ann.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist

In aradical departure from the biblical setting of her best-selling The Red Tent (1997), Diamant turns her
attention to the windswept shores of Cape Ann, Massachusetts. In the early days of the nineteenth century, a
declining hamlet nicknamed Dogtown by detractors houses a pack of semi-feral dogs and an eclectic group
of residents too stubborn, too poverty stricken, too worn down, or too old to relocate. Asthe interrelated
stories of these unfortunate souls are recounted, the reader isirresistibly drawn into their orbit, becoming
emotionally invested in both their individual and their collective lives. Widows, witches, spinsters, whores,
abused and neglected children, freed slaves, and one particularly odious villain popul ate the ramshackle
dwellings that dot the ruggedly stark landscape. At the center of these heart-wrenching sagas is Judy Rhines,
a kindhearted middle-aged maiden who harbors a secret so passionate and so scandalous its revel ation would
bring her instant ruin and tear the moribund town apart. One by one, both the animal and the human
characters die or move away, sealing the inevitable fate of the doomed community. Basing this novel loosely
in fact, Diamant adeptly manages to evoke the minutiae of everyday living in an all but forgotten place and
timein history. Margaret Flanagan

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Russell Car son:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Last Days of
Dogtown: A Novel suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled The Last Days of Dogtown: A Novelis the main one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book wasinspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new shape that you ever know previousto. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so al of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you alots of information about
thisworld now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Keko Whitchurch:

Often the book The Last Days of Dogtown: A Novel has alot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning
this book.

Belinda Kirwin:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto learn a book. When you study a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Last Days of Dogtown: A Novel will give you new experience in examining a book.

Joel Padilla:

Beside thiskind of The Last Days of Dogtown: A Novel in your phone, it could give you away to get closer
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got hereis fresh from oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
The Last Days of Dogtown: A Novel because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do
you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book aswell as read it from today!
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