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Ever since 1821, when he died at age fifty-one on the forlorn and windswept
island of St. Helena, Napoleon Bonaparte has been remembered as either demi-
god or devil incarnate. In The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte, the first volume of a
two-volume cradle-to-grave biography, Robert Asprey instead treats him as a
human being. Asprey tells this fascinating, tragic tale in lush narrative detail. The
Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte is an exciting, recklessthrill ride as Asprey charts
Napoleon's vertiginous ascent to fame and the height of power. Here is Napoleon
as he was-not saint, not sinner, but a man dedicated to and ultimately devoured
by hisvision of himself, his empire, and his world.
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Ever since 1821, when he died at age fifty-one on the forlorn and windswept island of St. Helena, Napoleon
Bonaparte has been remembered as either demi-god or devil incarnate. In The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte,
the first volume of atwo-volume cradle-to-grave biography, Robert Asprey instead treats him as a human
being. Asprey tells this fascinating, tragic tale in lush narrative detail. The Rise of Napoleon Bonaparte is an
exciting, reckless thrill ride as Asprey charts Napoleon's vertiginous ascent to fame and the height of power.
Here is Napoleon as he was-not saint, not sinner, but a man dedicated to and ultimately devoured by his
vision of himself, his empire, and his world.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Asprey, aformer marine officer and military historian (Frederick the Great), has produced the first volume of
a new two-volume biography of a man who was not only one of the greatest generalsin history, but also
instrumental in the formation of modern Europe. Covering the period from Napoleon's birth in 1769 to his
brilliant victory at Austerlitz in 1805, Asprey charts his subject’s rise through military school and his path
through the treacherous byways of the French Revolution. Though there is atendency in the earlier portions
of this book to reduce the Revolution to areign of terror, making it difficult to explain why Napoleon would
have been such afervent follower of the radical Jacobins, Asprey generally provides clear explanations of
the political environment in which Napoleon acted. The story of the campaign in Italy that brought the young
general hisfirst fameiswell told in its military, political and diplomatic aspects, and Asprey's fascinating
account of the campaign in Egypt is particularly valuable. Here the author corrects misconceptions of
Napoleon's actions, such as the notorious "abandonment” of the French army in Egypt. The military aspects
of the story tend to overwhelm the narrative in the final chapters, and a summary chapter would have been
helpful. But the chapters are bite-sized, and the text is easy, so this book should find awide readership
among those who enjoy biography, history and military history. Illus. (Dec.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

It is not easy to write an objective biography about a historical giant like Napoleon. His admirers hail his
military genius and his indispensable role in destroying the tottering ancien regime throughout western
Europe. His detractors emphasize his fatal conceit, his contempt for those who did not share his vision, and
his perversion of republican ideals for his own aggrandizement. Asprey is a marine veteran and military
historian. However, in thisfirst installment of a projected two-volume biography, Asprey concentrates as
much on Napoleon's personality development as he does on his military exploits. Asprey is clearly fascinated
by his subject, but he reveals Napoleon to be a remarkable but deeply flawed man. Both his arrogance and
his deviousness are evident here, but so are his extraordinary talents, including an uncanny ability to
understand and to connect with the concerns of ordinary soldiers. Thisis a superbly written and exciting
chronicle of therise of ahistorical figure who remains a fascinating, compelling enigma. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"A superbly written and exciting chronicle of the rise of a historical figure that remains a fascinating,
compelling enigma." -- -Booklist

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tasha Page:

This The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This The
Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't become worry The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte can bring once you are


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

and not make your case space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop
even cellphone. This The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte having good arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Nor man Brown:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will
say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read will be The Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Denise Rutledge:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every word writtenin a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The The
Rise Of Napoleon Bonaparte giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
thisisyour body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Thelma Atkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis The Rise Of Napoleon
Bonaparte.
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