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Thoughtful and eloquent, as timely (or timeless) now as when it was originally
published in 1956, Thoughts in Solitude addresses the pleasure of a solitary life,
as well as the necessity for quiet reflection in an age when so little is private.
Thomas Merton writes: "When society is made up of men who know no interior
solitude it can no longer be held together by love: and consequently it is held
together by a violent and abusive authority. But when men are violently deprived
of the solitude and freedom which are their due, the society in which they live
becomes putrid, it festers with servility, resentment and hate."

Thoughts in Solitude stands alongside The Seven Storey Mountain as one of
Merton's most uring and popular works. Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk, is
perhaps the foremost spiritual thinker of the twentiethcentury. His diaries, social
commentary, and spiritual writings continue to be widely read after his untimely
death in 1968.
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Thoughtful and eloquent, as timely (or timeless) now as when it was originally published in 1956, Thoughts
in Solitude addresses the pleasure of a solitary life, as well as the necessity for quiet reflection in an age
when so little is private. Thomas Merton writes: "When society is made up of men who know no interior
solitude it can no longer be held together by love: and consequently it is held together by a violent and
abusive authority. But when men are violently deprived of the solitude and freedom which are their due, the
society in which they live becomes putrid, it festers with servility, resentment and hate."

Thoughts in Solitude stands alongside The Seven Storey Mountain as one of Merton's most uring and popular
works. Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk, is perhaps the foremost spiritual thinker of the twentiethcentury.
His diaries, social commentary, and spiritual writings continue to be widely read after his untimely death in
1968.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The renowned Trappist monk Thomas Merton wrote Thoughts in Solitude in 1953 and 1954, when his
superiors allowed him extended periods of seclusion and meditation. This elegant gift book, with clean, spare
type and graphics, does justice to a 20th-classic (this is its 25th printing). What has made this book such an
enduring and popular work is that it recognizes how important solitude is to our morality, integrity, and
ability to love. One does not have to be a monk to find solitude, notes Merton; solitude can be found in the
act of contemplation and silent reflection in everyday life. Also, this is not a pious book that assumes that a
relationship with the divine can be obtained only by denying our humanity and striving for saintliness.
Instead, Merton asserts that connection with God can most easily be made through "respect for temperament,
character, and emotion and for everything that makes us human." --Gail Hudson

About the Author

Thomas Merton, a Trappist monk, is perhaps the foremost spiritual of the twentieth century. His diaries,
social commentary, and spiritual writings continue to be widely read thirty years after his untimely death in
1968.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Bolds:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means of
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Thoughts In Solitude book as starter and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Edward Carter:

The knowledge that you get from Thoughts In Solitude is the more deep you rooting the information that
hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
recognise but Thoughts In Solitude giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular Thoughts In Solitude instantly.



Pamelia Thompson:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read will be Thoughts In Solitude.

Jennifer Gallant:

The book untitled Thoughts In Solitude contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.
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