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Throughout his tenure as a registry clerk with the Immigration Division of Ellis
Island, Augustus F. Sherman systematically photographed more than 200
families, groups, and individuals while they were being held by customs for
special investigations. This volume provides an essential revaluation of
Sherman's striking portraits, which predate August Sander's cataloging efforts by
several years. A historical document of unprecedented worth, "Augustus F.
Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits" includes almost 100 portraits taken from 1905
through 1920. The subjects are frequently dressed in elaborate national costumes
or folk dress, emphasizing the variety and richness of the cultural heritage that
came together to form the United States. Romanian shepherds, German
stowaways, Russian vegetarians, Greek priests and Ghanaian women in
elaborately patterned dresses, are treated with equal gravitas. The resulting body
of work presents a unique and powerful picture of the stream of immigrants who
came through Ellis Island. In its time, the material contributed to the larger
project of ethnographic categorization and typology typical of the early twentieth
century, much as Edward S. Curtis's portraits romanticized the "last Indians" or
John Thomson's "Street Life in London" identified and codified social class in
the late 1800s. Though originally taken for his own personal study, Sherman's
work appeared in the public eye as illustrations for publications with titles such
as "Alien or American," and hung on the walls of the custom offices as
cautionary or exemplary models of the new American species.
In this book, Peter Mesenhöller, Research Associate with the Rautenstrauch-
Joest-Museum of Anthropology in Cologne, Germany, provides new critical
context and analysis of this rich collection, but also addresses the individual
images as powerful, engaging photographs created by a master portraitist.
The publication is accompanied by a traveling exhibition that will open at the
Ellis Island Immigration Museum in the summer of 2005.
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Throughout his tenure as a registry clerk with the Immigration Division of Ellis Island, Augustus F. Sherman
systematically photographed more than 200 families, groups, and individuals while they were being held by
customs for special investigations. This volume provides an essential revaluation of Sherman's striking
portraits, which predate August Sander's cataloging efforts by several years. A historical document of
unprecedented worth, "Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits" includes almost 100 portraits taken from
1905 through 1920. The subjects are frequently dressed in elaborate national costumes or folk dress,
emphasizing the variety and richness of the cultural heritage that came together to form the United States.
Romanian shepherds, German stowaways, Russian vegetarians, Greek priests and Ghanaian women in
elaborately patterned dresses, are treated with equal gravitas. The resulting body of work presents a unique
and powerful picture of the stream of immigrants who came through Ellis Island. In its time, the material
contributed to the larger project of ethnographic categorization and typology typical of the early twentieth
century, much as Edward S. Curtis's portraits romanticized the "last Indians" or John Thomson's "Street Life
in London" identified and codified social class in the late 1800s. Though originally taken for his own
personal study, Sherman's work appeared in the public eye as illustrations for publications with titles such as
"Alien or American," and hung on the walls of the custom offices as cautionary or exemplary models of the
new American species.
In this book, Peter Mesenhöller, Research Associate with the Rautenstrauch-Joest-Museum of Anthropology
in Cologne, Germany, provides new critical context and analysis of this rich collection, but also addresses
the individual images as powerful, engaging photographs created by a master portraitist.
The publication is accompanied by a traveling exhibition that will open at the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum in the summer of 2005.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The 97 full-page, sepia-tone portraits in this handsome volume are heartbreakingly
beautiful. They were taken by amateur photographer Sherman, a clerk on Ellis Island during the period of
mass immigration to America in the early twentieth century. Most of his subjects were immigrants detained
at Ellis Island for further interrogation; the flat, impersonal captions that describe them tell a story of their
own: "English-Jews," "Moroccan men and boy," "Greek woman," and "Tattooed German stowaway deported
May 11." First you look at the pictures; then Peter Mesenholler's brilliant historical essay makes you go back
to look at them again with a fresh perspective: this was a period of fierce American nativism, when the
huddled masses of Latins, Slavs, Jews, etc., were regarded as dregs that threatened Anglo-Saxons with
"racial suicide." Does the focus on elaborate national dress in the photos reinforce stereotype and the same
exoticism as in Curtis' famous images of Native Americans? In fact, some of the photos are of distinct types,
but their body language and expression also make you see close-up the wrenching personal anguish, loss,
courage, and hope. Patrons researching family roots will want to examine these images, but the book will be
of equal interest as a primary-source piece of American history and as a way to make connections to
contemporary immigration issues. An exhibition of images from this book will open in June at the Ellis
Island Museum and will then travel around the world. Hazel Rochman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Augustus F. Sherman worked as a clerk in Ellis Island from 1892-1925. He was an untrained, yet highly
gifted photographer who created hundreds of images documenting the new arrivals to America. At the time,
his photographs were not taken in an official capacity but used by immigration officials to promote the work
of Ellis Island. In 2008, the Minnesota History Center opened a new exhibit celebrating the human story of
the more than twelve million immigrants who entered the United States. Today, Sherman’s collections are
housed in the Ellis Island Immigration Museum and the New York Public Library.

Peter Mesenhöller has been a research associate and part-time museum educator with the Rautenstrauch-
Joest Museum of Anthropology, Cologne (Germany) since 1990/2001. He is author of Mismeasurements:
Other Bodies in 18th and 19th Century Ethnology and Anthropology (2002) and Mundus Novus: The Image
of America as Mirrored in European Print Media from the 16th to the 20th century (1992). He has been a
freelance curator since 1984. His shows include Picturing Paradise: Colonial Photography of Samoa 1875-
1925, co-curated by Alison Devine Nordström (1995-1996) and Augustus Frederick Sherman: Ellis Island
Portraits 1905-1920 (2005-2008), co-curated with Diana Edkins.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Walker:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-
1920 seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The publication Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 is not
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only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920. You never sense lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Duncan Houghton:

The book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-
1920 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Sandra Mendoza:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 it is rather good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Judy Sigmund:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Augustus F. Sherman: Ellis Island Portraits 1905-1920 can make you
experience more interested to read.
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