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This book explores the relationship between gender, religion and political action
in Indonesia, examining the patterns of gender orders that have prevailed in
recent history, and demonstrating the different forms of social power this has
afforded to women. It sets out the part played by women in the nationalist
movement, and the role of the women’s movement in the structuring of the
independent Indonesian state, the politics of the immediate post-independence
period and the transition to the authoritarian New Order. It analyses in detail the
gender relations of the New Order regime, focused around the unitary family
form supposed by the family system expounded in the New Order ideology and
the contradictory implications of the opening up of the economy to foreign
capital and ideas, for gender relations. It examines the forms of political activism
that were possible for the women’s movement under the New Order, and the role
it played in the fall of Suharto and the transition to democracy. The relationship
between Islam and women in Indonesia is also addressed, with particular focus
on the way in which Islam became a critical focus for political dissent in the late
New Order period. Overall, this book provides a thorough investigation of the
relationship between gender, religion and democracy in Indonesia, and is a vital
resource for students of gender studies and Indonesian affairs.
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patterns of gender orders that have prevailed in recent history, and demonstrating the different forms of
social power this has afforded to women. It sets out the part played by women in the nationalist movement,
and the role of the women’s movement in the structuring of the independent Indonesian state, the politics of
the immediate post-independence period and the transition to the authoritarian New Order. It analyses in
detail the gender relations of the New Order regime, focused around the unitary family form supposed by the
family system expounded in the New Order ideology and the contradictory implications of the opening up of
the economy to foreign capital and ideas, for gender relations. It examines the forms of political activism that
were possible for the women’s movement under the New Order, and the role it played in the fall of Suharto
and the transition to democracy. The relationship between Islam and women in Indonesia is also addressed,
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religion and democracy in Indonesia, and is a vital resource for students of gender studies and Indonesian
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is a remarkable analysis of changing gender patterns in one of the world's most populous and
diverse countries. Starting from the kaleidoscope of masculinities and femininities in Indonesia's many
cultures, Kathryn Robinson takes us on a gripping historical trip through independence, dictatorship, Islamic
movements, globalization and democratic transition. She shows how gender relations have become the target
of politics and have gradually been transformed on a vast scale.

This extraordinary work of social science is valuable for everyone concerned with Indonesia or concerned
with gender in the contemporary world."- Raewyn Connell (University of Sydney, Australia)

 

'For both scholarly and general readers with an interest in the fascinating study of gender in this Southeast
Asian realm, this book should be at the top of anyone's list. Summing Up: Essential. All levels/libraries. --
CHOICE October 2009, S. Ferzacca, University of Lethbridge

About the Author

Kathryn Robinson is Professor in the Department of Anthropology, Research School of Pacific and Asian
Studies at The Australian National University. She is editor of the Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology. Her
research interests focus on women’s social participation in Indonesia, including women’s political activism,
Islam and international female labour migration.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clarice Johnson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies
Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series).

Jesus Loveless:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian
Studies Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series). You can choose the best book if you appreciate



reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Gender, Islam and Democracy in
Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in Asia Series). You can add information and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Betty Williams:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia, Women in
Asia Series).

James Smith:

You can obtain this Gender, Islam and Democracy in Indonesia (Asian Studies Association of Australia,
Women in Asia Series) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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