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Increasingly absorbed in recent years by advances in our understanding of the
origin of life, evolutionary history, and the advent of humankind, eminent
biologist Christian de Duve of late has also pondered deeply the future of life on
this planet.  He speaks to readers with or without a scientific background,
offering new perspectives on the threat posed by humanity’s immense biological
success and on the resources human beings have for altering their current
destructive path.

Focusing on the process of natural selection, de Duve explores the inordinate and
now dangerous rise of humankind.  His explanation for this self-defeating
success lies in the process of natural selection, which favors traits that are
immediately useful, regardless of later consequences. Thus, the human genome
determines such properties as tribal and group cohesion and collaboration and
often fierce and irrational competition with and hostility toward other groups’
attributes that were once useful but now often ruinously dysfunctional.

Christian de Duve suggests that these traits, imprinted into human nature by
natural selection, may have been recognized by the writers of Genesis, thus
inspiring the myth of original sin.  Is there redemption for genetic original sin? In
a brilliant and original conclusion, the author argues that, unique in the living
world, humankind is endowed with the ability to deliberately oppose natural
selection. Human beings have the capacity to devise measures that, while
contrary to local or personal interests, can bring forth a safer world.  

 Download Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Se ...pdf

 Read Online Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0300165072




Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on
the Future of Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book)

By Christian de Duve, Neil Patterson

Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity (An Editions
Odile Jacob Book) By Christian de Duve, Neil Patterson

Increasingly absorbed in recent years by advances in our understanding of the origin of life, evolutionary
history, and the advent of humankind, eminent biologist Christian de Duve of late has also pondered deeply
the future of life on this planet.  He speaks to readers with or without a scientific background, offering new
perspectives on the threat posed by humanity’s immense biological success and on the resources human
beings have for altering their current destructive path.

Focusing on the process of natural selection, de Duve explores the inordinate and now dangerous rise of
humankind.  His explanation for this self-defeating success lies in the process of natural selection, which
favors traits that are immediately useful, regardless of later consequences. Thus, the human genome
determines such properties as tribal and group cohesion and collaboration and often fierce and irrational
competition with and hostility toward other groups’ attributes that were once useful but now often ruinously
dysfunctional.

Christian de Duve suggests that these traits, imprinted into human nature by natural selection, may have been
recognized by the writers of Genesis, thus inspiring the myth of original sin.  Is there redemption for genetic
original sin? In a brilliant and original conclusion, the author argues that, unique in the living world,
humankind is endowed with the ability to deliberately oppose natural selection. Human beings have the
capacity to devise measures that, while contrary to local or personal interests, can bring forth a safer world.  
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Nobel-prize winning Belgian biologist de Duve (Singularities) ascribes "humanity's inability to come to grips
with threats that extend beyond the immediate future" as the product of natural selection and akin to the myth
of original sin. Introducing his thesis with a brief overview of evolution and the mechanisms of life, he looks
at the unique conjunction of genetics and environmental conditions that favored the development and
supremacy of the human species. Our unprecedented brain-power has given human beings the power to
domesticate the planet, providing us with the food, fuel, and raw materials that supported massive population
growth (now 6 billion and growing). Fortunately, as neurobiology shows, "our most decisive traits are
epigenetic, the product of culture and education; our brains rewire as we mature and give us the ability to
supersede the genetic imperative to reproduce at all cost. The necessary cultural shift, however, prioritizing
protecting the environment over our own immediate desires, will require the simultaneous education of
parents and children and thus, will be extremely difficult to accomplish. A provocative book by an elder
statesman of science.
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review

"De Duve provides an outstanding treatment of historical, present, and future biological/societal issues. This
is a concise, superb book, clearly, succinctly, and analytically organized."—J. N. Muzio, Choice
(J. N. Muzio CHOICE)

“De Duve makes biology accessible to virtually any reader. In addition, Genetics of Original Sin often
provides a historical context for scientific discovery, describing biological innovation as the work of
individuals, thereby heightening the drama of science.”—Jamie Schwendinger-Schrek, Yale Journal of
Biology and Medicine
(Jamie Schwendinger-Schreck Yale Journal of Biology and Medicine)

Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2011 in the Biology category.
(Choice Outstanding Academic Title Choice 2012-03-12)

About the Author

Christian de Duve is professor emeritus at the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, and at Rockefeller
University, New York. He lives in Belgium.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

Here thing why this kind of Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of
Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or
not. Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity (An Editions Odile



Jacob Book) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity
(An Editions Odile Jacob Book). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere
like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future
of Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book) in e-book can be your alternate.

Connie Sims:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity (An Editions Odile
Jacob Book) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become
one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Genetics of Original Sin:
The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book) giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Lily Pawlak:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended
to you personally is Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity
(An Editions Odile Jacob Book) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why
this book appropriate all of you.

Mark Gibson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Genetics of Original Sin: The Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of
Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Genetics of Original Sin: The
Impact of Natural Selection on the Future of Humanity (An Editions Odile Jacob Book). You can more
appealing than now.
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