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As an author, Henry Miller (1891-1980) was infamous for his explicit
descriptions of sex, and many of his novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black
Soring, were banned in the United States on grounds of obscenity. But his
books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a major influence
on the Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a
groundbreaking series of obscenity trials that would change American laws on
pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography, David Stephen
Calonne goes beyond Miller’s notoriety to take an innovative look at the way in
which the author’ swritings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.

Charting Miller's cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence
to later in his career, Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged
with avariety of philosophies, from astrology and Gnosticism to Eastern
thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’ s work, but
also to his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice
Wickens, June Mansfield, and Anais Nin; hisyearsin Paris; and the journey to
Greece that resulted in the travel ogue The Colossus of Maroussi, the book Miller
considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller’sfinal residencesin
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’s
involvement in the arts, love of painting and music, and friendships with a
number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a quirky, charismatic
man of geniuswho continues to influence popular culture today.

Highlighting many areas of the author’ s life that have previously been neglected,

Henry Miller takes afascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of
American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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As an author, Henry Miller (1891-1980) was infamous for his explicit descriptions of sex, and many of his
novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black Spring, were banned in the United States on grounds of
obscenity. But his books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a mgjor influence on the
Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a groundbreaking series of obscenity
trials that would change American laws on pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography,
David Stephen Calonne goes beyond Miller’s notoriety to take an innovative ook at the way in which the
author’ s writings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.

Charting Miller's cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence to later in his career,
Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged with a variety of philosophies, from astrology and
Gnosticism to Eastern thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’ swork, but also to
his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice Wickens, June Mansfield, and
Anais Nin; hisyearsin Paris; and the journey to Greece that resulted in the travel ogue The Col ossus of
Maroussi, the book Miller considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller'sfinal residencesin
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’ sinvolvement in the arts, love
of painting and music, and friendships with a number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a
quirky, charismatic man of genius who continues to influence popular culture today.

Highlighting many areas of the author’ s life that have previously been neglected, Henry Miller takes a
fascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

David Stephen Calonneisthe author of many books on Charles Bukowski and the Beats, including Charles
Bukowski, also published by Reaktion Books. He livesin Michigan.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Sylvia Silva:

The knowledge that you get from Henry Miller (Critical Lives) may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Henry Miller (Critical Lives) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Henry Miller (Critical Lives) instantly.

Dana Register:

This Henry Miller (Critical Lives) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Henry Miller (Critical Lives) can be on the list of great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Henry Miller (Critical Lives)
giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day pastime. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Camille Wolfe;

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Henry Miller (Critical Lives) guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Henry Miller (Critical Lives) as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.



Elaine Harvey:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Henry Miller (Critical Lives) when you required it?
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