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Outside the Lettered City traces how middle-class Indians responded to the rise
of the cinema as a popular form of mass entertainment in early 20th century
India, focusing on their preoccupation with the mass public made visible by the
cinema and with the cinema's role as a public sphere and a mass medium of
modernity. It draws on archival research to uncover aspirations and anxieties
about the new medium, which opened up tantalizing possibilities for nationalist
mobilization on the one hand, and troubling challenges to the cultural authority
of Indian elites on the other. Using case-studies drawn from the film cultures of
Bombay and Kolkata, it demonstrates how discourses about the cinematic public
dovetailed into discourses about a national public, giving rise to considerable
excitement about cinema's potential to democratize the public sphere beyond the
limits of print-literate culture, as well as to deepening anxieties about cultural
degeneration. The case-studies also reveal that early twentieth century discourses
about the cinema contain traces of a formative tension in Indian public culture,
between visions of a deliberative public and spectres of the unruly masses.
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Outside the Lettered City traces how middle-class Indians responded to the rise of the cinema as a popular
form of mass entertainment in early 20th century India, focusing on their preoccupation with the mass public
made visible by the cinema and with the cinema's role as a public sphere and a mass medium of modernity. It
draws on archival research to uncover aspirations and anxieties about the new medium, which opened up
tantalizing possibilities for nationalist mobilization on the one hand, and troubling challenges to the cultural
authority of Indian elites on the other. Using case-studies drawn from the film cultures of Bombay and
Kolkata, it demonstrates how discourses about the cinematic public dovetailed into discourses about a
national public, giving rise to considerable excitement about cinema's potential to democratize the public
sphere beyond the limits of print-literate culture, as well as to deepening anxieties about cultural
degeneration. The case-studies also reveal that early twentieth century discourses about the cinema contain
traces of a formative tension in Indian public culture, between visions of a deliberative public and spectres of
the unruly masses.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Manishita Dass is Lecturer in World Cinema at Royal Holloway, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gloria Robey:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Outside
the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial India? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Charles McCreery:

The book Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial India can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the good thing like a book Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in
Late Colonial India? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can
give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial India has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sergio Espinoza:

The book with title Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial
India posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
That book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.



William Delacruz:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial India we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must prefer
to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life at this book Outside the Lettered City: Cinema, Modernity, and the Public Sphere in Late Colonial
India. You can more appealing than now.
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