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Tragedy, including grief, pain and suffering, is a common theme in Shakespeare's
plays, often leading to the death of at least one character, if not several. Yet such
themes can also be found in Shakespearian plays which are classed as comedies,
or histories. What is it which makes a Shakespearian tragedy, and what dramatic
themes and conventions did the bard draw upon when writing them?

In this Very Short Introduction Stanley Wells considers what is meant by the
word 'tragedy', and discusses nine of Shakespeare's iconic tragic plays. He
explores how the early definitions and theoretical discussions of the concept of
tragedy in Shakespeare's time would have influenced these plays, along with the
literary influence of Seneca. Wells also considers Shakespeare's uses of the word
'tragedy' itself, analysing whether he had any overall concept of the genre in
relation to the drama, and looking at the ways in which the theatrical conventions
of his time shaped his plays, such as the use of boy players in women's roles and
the physical structures of the playhouses. Offering a critical analysis of each of
the nine plays in turn, Wells concludes by discussing why tragedy is regarded as
fit subject for entertainment, and what it is about tragic plays that audiences find
so enjoyable.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
... probably never - against the backdrop of so much literary, and other noise, today - has there ever been a
greater need for short summaries of such works in an attempt to reach new audiences. So, from King Lear, to
Antony and Cleopatra to Macbeth and Hamlet, et. al, the rudiments of all ten tragedies are condensed into
just half a dozen pocket-sized pages each. Probably not for the connoiseur but much more likely for reluctant
newbies still mystified by all the fuss. * Screentrade Magazine *

About the Author

Stanley Wells is Honorary President of the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust, Professor Emeritus at the
University of Birmingham, and the author of a number of books about Shakespeare, including Shakespeare,
Sex, and Love (OUP, 2010), Shakespeare and Co (Penguin, 2007), and William Shakespeare: A Very Short
Introduction (OUP, 2015). He is General Editor of the Oxford Shakespeare and Penguin Shakespeare and the
co-editor of Shakespeare Beyond Doubt: Evidence, Argument, Controversy (Cambridge University Press,
2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Vincent Newton:

The book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can
to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to
get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-
book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Patricia Hooper:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Shakespeare's Tragedies: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.



Regina Wingler:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Barbara Folsom:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as well as others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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