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Nicholai Hel, born in the ravages of World War I China to an aristocratic Russian
mother and a mysterious German father, raised in the spiritual gardens of a
Japanese Go Master, survives the destruction of Hiroshima to emerge as the
world’s most artful lover—and its most accomplished and highly paid assassin.
Genius, mystic, master of language and culture, Hel’s secret is his determination
to attain a rare kind of personal excellence, a state of effortless
perfection—Shibumi.

Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his magnificent Eurasian
mistress—Hel faces his most sinister enemy, a supermonolith of espionage and
monopoly. The battle lines are drawn: ruthless power and corruption on one side
and on the other, Shibumi.
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Editorial Review

Review
“One hell of a pleasure to read.” —Washington Post

“It’s hard to imagine a more nearly perfect spy story.” —Milwaukee Journal

From the Inside Flap
Nicholai Hel is the world's most wanted man. Born in Shanghai during the chaos of World War I, he is the
son of an aristocratic Russian mother and a mysterious German father and is the protege of a Japanese Go
master. Hel survived the destruction of Hiroshima to emerge as the world's most artful lover and its most
accomplished--and well-paid--assassin. Hel is a genius, a mystic, and a master of language and culture, and
his secret is his determination to attain a rare kind of personal excellence, a state of effortless perfection
known only as "shibumi.
Now living in an isolated mountain fortress with his exquisite mistress, Hel is unwillingly drawn back into
the life he'd tried to leave behind when a beautiful young stranger arrives at his door, seeking help and
refuge. It soon becomes clear that Hel is being tracked by his most sinister enemy--a supermonolith of
international espionage known only as the Mother Company. The battle lines are drawn: ruthless power and
corruption on one side, and on the other . . . "shibumi.

About the Author

Joe Barrett has appeared both on and off Broadway as well as in hundreds of radio and television
commercials. He has earned multiple AudioFile Earphones Awards and has been nominated for the
prestigious Audie Award. He has narrated books by such authors as Trevanian, Brian Freeman, Don
Winslow, and James W. Huston.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Phyllis Kelly:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is Shibumi.

Rene Defeo:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be learn. Shibumi can



be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Lawrence Gibbs:

Beside that Shibumi in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Shibumi
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Robert Polk:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Shibumi.
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