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In this compelling work, Ariella Azoulay reconsiders the political and ethical
status of photography. Describing the power relations that sustain and make
possible photographic meanings, Azoulay argues that anyone -- even a stateless
person -- who addresses others through photographs or is addressed by
photographs can become a member of the citizenry of photography. The civil
contract of photography enables anyone to pursue political agency and resistance
through photography. Photography, Azoulay insists, cannot be understood
separately from the many catastrophes of recent history. The crucial arguments of
her book concern two groups with flawed or nonexistent citizenship: the
Palestinian noncitizens of Israel and women in Western societies. Azoulay
analyzes Israeli press photographs of violent episodes in the Occupied
Territories, and interprets various photographs of women -- from famous images
by stop-motion photographer Eadweard Muybridge to photographs from Abu
Ghraib prison. Azoulay asks this question: under what legal, political, or cultural
conditions does it become possible to see and to show disaster that befalls those
who can claim only incomplete or nonexistent citizenship? Drawing on such key
texts in the history of modern citizenship as the Declaration of the Rights of Man
together with relevant work by Giorgio Agamben, Jean-François Lyotard, Susan
Sontag, and Roland Barthes, Azoulay explores the visual field of catastrophe,
injustice, and suffering in our time. Her book is essential reading for anyone
seeking to understand the disasters of recent history -- and the consequences of
how these events and their victims have been represented.
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In this compelling work, Ariella Azoulay reconsiders the political and ethical status of photography.
Describing the power relations that sustain and make possible photographic meanings, Azoulay argues that
anyone -- even a stateless person -- who addresses others through photographs or is addressed by
photographs can become a member of the citizenry of photography. The civil contract of photography
enables anyone to pursue political agency and resistance through photography. Photography, Azoulay insists,
cannot be understood separately from the many catastrophes of recent history. The crucial arguments of her
book concern two groups with flawed or nonexistent citizenship: the Palestinian noncitizens of Israel and
women in Western societies. Azoulay analyzes Israeli press photographs of violent episodes in the Occupied
Territories, and interprets various photographs of women -- from famous images by stop-motion
photographer Eadweard Muybridge to photographs from Abu Ghraib prison. Azoulay asks this question:
under what legal, political, or cultural conditions does it become possible to see and to show disaster that
befalls those who can claim only incomplete or nonexistent citizenship? Drawing on such key texts in the
history of modern citizenship as the Declaration of the Rights of Man together with relevant work by Giorgio
Agamben, Jean-François Lyotard, Susan Sontag, and Roland Barthes, Azoulay explores the visual field of
catastrophe, injustice, and suffering in our time. Her book is essential reading for anyone seeking to
understand the disasters of recent history -- and the consequences of how these events and their victims have
been represented.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Ariella Azoulay makes a simple and profound claim. Every photograph bears the traces of the encounter
between the photographer and the photographed, and neither party can ultimately control that inscription nor
determine what happens to those traces. The photograph, she tells us, fixes nothing and belongs to no one.
This untethering of photography from responsibility, at least in its traditional sense, allows her to approach
the ethics and politics specific to photography in a completely new way. Even or especially when it is a
photograph of a crime or an injustice, a photograph is more than evidence. It imposes another sort of
obligation on us, to address and readdress it in a way that challenges what it shows of our life together.
Azoulay's breathtaking book finally demands nothing less of us than to reimagine how, in the age of the
photograph, we might become citizens again."--- Thomas Keenan, Human Rights Program, Bard College

(Thomas Keenan)

"Ariella Azoulay makes a simple and profound claim. Every photograph bears the traces of the encounter
between the photographer and the photographed, and neither party can ultimately control that inscription nor
determine what happens to those traces. The photograph, she tells us, fixes nothing and belongs to no one.
This untethering of photography from responsibility, at least in its traditional sense, allows her to approach
the ethics and politics specific to photography in a completely new way. Even or especially when it is a
photograph of a crime or an injustice, a photograph is more than evidence. It imposes another sort of
obligation on us, to address and readdress it in a way that challenges what it shows of our life together.
Azoulay's breathtaking book finally demands nothing less of us than to reimagine how, in the age of the
photograph, we might become citizens again." Thomas Keenan , Human Rights Program, Bard College

"... Azoulay's central themes -- state violence, violations of human rights, and the nature and potential of
photographic witness -- are as relevant to our own political circumstances as they are to hers." Abigail
Solomon-Godeau Art in America

"... this is a significant, deeply moral book that should undercut complacent thinking. Azoulay's renewal of
cultural attention to the state and her view of photography that requires us to dispute prevailing
interpretations of evidence must surely be welcomed as we are, once again, thrown headlong back to reality."
Steve Edwards Times Higher Education

About the Author

Ariella Azoulay teaches visual culture and contemporary philosophy at the Program for Culture and
Interpretation, Bar Ilan University. She is the author of Once Upon A Time: Photography Following Walter
Benjamin and Death's Showcase: The Power of Image in Contemporary Democracy (MIT Press, 2001).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rodney Bryant:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Civil Contract of Photography. You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Civil
Contract of Photography. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jeffery Hall:

Beside this particular The Civil Contract of Photography in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer
to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have The Civil Contract of Photography because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Larry Chaffin:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Civil Contract of Photography can be
the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Annette Dixon:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be The Civil Contract of Photography. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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