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Jacques Ellul, a former member of a Law Faculty at the University of Bordeaux,
was recognized as a brilliant and penetrating commentator on the relationship
between theology and sociology. In the Meaning of the City he presents what he
finds in the Bible--a sophisticated, coherent theology of the city fully applicable
to today's urbanized society. Ellul believes that the city symbolizes the supreme
work of man--and, as such, represents man's ultimate rejection of God. Therefore
it is the city, where lies man's rebellious heart, that must be reformed. The author
stresses the fact that the Bible does not find man's fulfillment in a return to an
idyllic Eden, but points rather to a life of communion with the Savior in the city
transfigured. The Meaning of the City, says John Wilkinson in his introductory
essay to the book, is the --theological counterpoint-- to Ellul's Technological
Society, a work that analyzed the phenomenon of the autonomous and totally
manipulative post-industrial world. Ellul takes issue with those who idealistically
plan new urban environments for man, as though man alone can negate the
inherent diabolism of the city. For Ellul, the history of the city from the times of
Cain and Nimrod through to Babylon and Jerusalem reveals a tendency to
destroy the human being for the sake of human works. Nevertheless, continuing
the theme of the tension between two realities that characterizes all his works,
Ellul sees God as electing the city as itself an instrument of grace for the believer.
William Stringfellow describes The Meaning of the City as a book of --startling
significance, -- which --should rank beside Reinhold Niebuhr's Moral Man and
Immoral Society as a work of truly momentous potential.-- Douglass D.
McFerran adds that it is --a book worth serious consideration by anyone
interested in the relationship between religious commitment and secular
involvement.-- And John Wilkinson sums it up: --There are very few
convincingly religious analyses of the sociological phenomena of the present
day. . . . Ellul's biblically based sociology is today furnishing the matter for a
large and growing group of social protestants, particularly in the United States.--
Jacques Ellul (1912-1994), a French sociologist and lay theologian, was
Professor Emeritus of Law and of the History and Sociology of Institutions at the
University of Bordeaux. He wrote more than forty books, including 'The
Technological Society', 'The Humiliation of the Word', and 'Technological Bluff'.
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Jacques Ellul, a former member of a Law Faculty at the University of Bordeaux, was recognized as a
brilliant and penetrating commentator on the relationship between theology and sociology. In the Meaning of
the City he presents what he finds in the Bible--a sophisticated, coherent theology of the city fully applicable
to today's urbanized society. Ellul believes that the city symbolizes the supreme work of man--and, as such,
represents man's ultimate rejection of God. Therefore it is the city, where lies man's rebellious heart, that
must be reformed. The author stresses the fact that the Bible does not find man's fulfillment in a return to an
idyllic Eden, but points rather to a life of communion with the Savior in the city transfigured. The Meaning
of the City, says John Wilkinson in his introductory essay to the book, is the --theological counterpoint-- to
Ellul's Technological Society, a work that analyzed the phenomenon of the autonomous and totally
manipulative post-industrial world. Ellul takes issue with those who idealistically plan new urban
environments for man, as though man alone can negate the inherent diabolism of the city. For Ellul, the
history of the city from the times of Cain and Nimrod through to Babylon and Jerusalem reveals a tendency
to destroy the human being for the sake of human works. Nevertheless, continuing the theme of the tension
between two realities that characterizes all his works, Ellul sees God as electing the city as itself an
instrument of grace for the believer. William Stringfellow describes The Meaning of the City as a book of --
startling significance, -- which --should rank beside Reinhold Niebuhr's Moral Man and Immoral Society as
a work of truly momentous potential.-- Douglass D. McFerran adds that it is --a book worth serious
consideration by anyone interested in the relationship between religious commitment and secular
involvement.-- And John Wilkinson sums it up: --There are very few convincingly religious analyses of the
sociological phenomena of the present day. . . . Ellul's biblically based sociology is today furnishing the
matter for a large and growing group of social protestants, particularly in the United States.-- Jacques Ellul
(1912-1994), a French sociologist and lay theologian, was Professor Emeritus of Law and of the History and
Sociology of Institutions at the University of Bordeaux. He wrote more than forty books, including 'The
Technological Society', 'The Humiliation of the Word', and 'Technological Bluff'.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Jacques Ellul (1912–’1994), a French sociologist and lay theologian, was professor emeritus of law and of
the history and sociology of institutions at the University of Bordeaux. He wrote more than forty books,
including The Technological Society, The Humiliation of the Word, and The Technological Bluff.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Laura Burnham:

The book The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book The Meaning
of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Donald White:

This The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) without we comprehend teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Meaning of
the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Meaning of the City:
(Jacques Ellul Legacy) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Donald Lee:

Here thing why that The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul Legacy). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Meaning of the City: (Jacques Ellul
Legacy) in e-book can be your alternate.



Jennifer Jackson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Meaning of the City:
(Jacques Ellul Legacy) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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