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A student of Plato and a teacher of Alexander the Great, Aristotle is one of the
towering figures in Western thought. A brilliant thinker with wide-ranging
interests, he wrote important works in physics, biology, poetry, politics, morality,
metaphysics, and ethics.
In the Nicomachean Ethics, which he is said to have dedicated to his son
Nicomachus, Aristotle's guiding question is what is the best thing for a human
being? His answer is happiness. "Happiness," he wrote, "is the best, noblest, and
most pleasant thing in the world." But he means not something we feel, not an
emotion, but rather an especially good kind of life. Happiness is made up of
activities in which we use the best human capacities, both ones that contribute to
our flourishing as members of a community, and ones that allow us to engage in
god-like contemplation. Contemporary ethical writings on the role and
importance of the moral virtues such as courage and justice have drawn
inspiration from this work, which also contains important discussions on
responsibility, practical reasoning, and on the role of friendship in creating the
best life.
This new edition combines David Ross's classic translation, lightly revised by
Lesley Brown, with a new and invaluable introduction and explanatory notes. A
glossary of key terms and comprehensive index, as well as a fully updated
bibliography, add further value to this exceptional new edition.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the broadest spectrum of literature from around the globe. Each
affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert
introductions by leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-
date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
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A student of Plato and a teacher of Alexander the Great, Aristotle is one of the towering figures in Western
thought. A brilliant thinker with wide-ranging interests, he wrote important works in physics, biology,
poetry, politics, morality, metaphysics, and ethics.
In the Nicomachean Ethics, which he is said to have dedicated to his son Nicomachus, Aristotle's guiding
question is what is the best thing for a human being? His answer is happiness. "Happiness," he wrote, "is the
best, noblest, and most pleasant thing in the world." But he means not something we feel, not an emotion, but
rather an especially good kind of life. Happiness is made up of activities in which we use the best human
capacities, both ones that contribute to our flourishing as members of a community, and ones that allow us to
engage in god-like contemplation. Contemporary ethical writings on the role and importance of the moral
virtues such as courage and justice have drawn inspiration from this work, which also contains important
discussions on responsibility, practical reasoning, and on the role of friendship in creating the best life.
This new edition combines David Ross's classic translation, lightly revised by Lesley Brown, with a new and
invaluable introduction and explanatory notes. A glossary of key terms and comprehensive index, as well as
a fully updated bibliography, add further value to this exceptional new edition.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very useful as a cornerstone for our discussion of ethics and the Western moral tradition. The translation is
elegant."--Dominic A. Aquila, Rochester Institute of Technology

"A fine translation of an essential classic in the field of ethics."--Claudia Card, University of Wisconsin

"The index is extremely helpful. The 'contents' are also a helpful tool. The numbering and division titles also
make this book a little easier to teach."--Rose Marie Surwilo, College of St. Francis

"Very useful text of Aristotle: the translation presents no pitfalls to a beginning student; the editor's
organization is useful but unitrusive; and finally, the cost is perfect."--Nickolas O. Papas, Hollins College

"An excellent translation and edition."--Winfield J.C. Myers, University of Georgia

"Most lucid and accessible edition popularly available."--John L. Hemingway, Washington State University

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: Greek

About the Author

Sir David Ross (1877-1971) was Provost of Oriel College and Deputy Professor of Moral Philosophy at
Oxford. He was General Editor of the complete Oxford Translation of Aristotle.
Lesley Brown is a Fellow and Tutor in Philosophy, Somerville College Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

The book The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford World's Classics) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your



spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Nicomachean
Ethics (Oxford World's Classics) to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like available and read a reserve The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford World's Classics). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Jeffrey Diaz:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is usually
The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford World's Classics).

Richard Brassell:

The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford World's Classics) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford
World's Classics) however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-
new stage of crucial thinking.

Jeff Keenan:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is The
Nicomachean Ethics (Oxford World's Classics) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes
this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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