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Norman Mailer's The Time of Our Time isagiant retrospective, arich,
boisterous portrait of our times seen through the fiction and reportage of one of
America’s greatest writers.

Mailer selected and edited the contents of this work to create an ongoing
narrative of events large and small that have shaped America over the last fifty
years. Included are passages from The Naked and the Dead, The Deer Park, An
American Dream, The Armies of the Night, The Executioner's Song, Ancient
Evenings, and Harlot's Ghost as well as portraits of Ernest Hemingway, Dorothy
Parker, Truman Capote, JFK, Marilyn Monroe, Lee Harvey Oswald, Madonna,
Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, and Richard Nixon as they appeared in some of his
best magazine pieces. How readable istheresult! Itisasif oneisbeing drawn
into afabulous novel with extraordinary characters, real and fictional, who
appear and reappear through the years until avast mural of America as anation
comes into focus, full of follies and blunders, surprisingly elegant and often
crazy--tragic in itslosses and large in its triumphs.

On display here are Mailer's enormous energies, his vast curiosity, and his
powers of delineation. Here too are his errors of judgment and deed, both
personal and literary. Asawriter, Mailer eschews all limits. He goes at the
world like atiger. What will surprise many readers of The Time of Our Timeis
what a shrewd and stylish tiger he has been.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Norman Mailer's The Time of Our Timeisagiant retrospective, arich, boisterous portrait of our times seen
through the fiction and reportage of one of America’s greatest writers.

Mailer selected and edited the contents of this work to create an ongoing narrative of events large and small
that have shaped America over the last fifty years. Included are passages from The Naked and the Dead, The
Deer Park, An American Dream, The Armies of the Night, The Executioner's Song, Ancient Evenings, and
Harlot's Ghost as well as portraits of Ernest Hemingway, Dorothy Parker, Truman Capote, JFK, Marilyn
Monroe, Lee Harvey Oswald, Madonna, Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, and Richard Nixon as they appeared in
some of his best magazine pieces. How readableistheresult! Itisasif oneisbeing drawn into afabulous
novel with extraordinary characters, real and fictional, who appear and reappear through the years until a
vast mural of Americaas anation comes into focus, full of follies and blunders, surprisingly elegant and
often crazy--tragic in itslosses and large in its triumphs.

On display here are Mailer's enormous energies, his vast curiosity, and his powers of delineation. Here too
are his errors of judgment and deed, both personal and literary. Asawriter, Mailer eschews al limits. He
goes at theworld like atiger. What will surprise many readers of The Time of Our Time iswhat a shrewd
and stylish tiger he has been.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Compiling an anthology of one's own work can be atricky business. Norman Mailer, of course, first
committed this act of literary cannibalism back in 1959, when he assembled a brilliant collage of stories,
journalism, essays, and poetry, Advertisements for Myself . Now, 50 years after the publication of his first
novel, Gore Vidal's favorite sparring partner has put together another, more massive anthology, advertising
not only himself but what we might call (paraphrasing Frost) hislover's quarrel with American life. "Over
the course of years," Mailer writes in his foreword, "most of us compose in the privacy of our minds a social
and cultural history of the years through which we have passed." True enough. But Mailer's history of the
American Imperium has always been public--extremely public--and in The Time of Our Time he attempts to
get it al into asingle book.

Surely this sense of himself as the republic's recording angel accounts for the structure of Mailer's anthology:
rather than arranging the excerpts by date of composition, he groups them by the historical erathey describe.
His 1963 polemic about the Bay of Pigs, for example, appears alongside his cloak-and-dagger reconstruction
of the same event from Harlot's Ghost (1991). Fiction and fact lie cheek-by-jowl! and eventually become
impossible to tell apart. Here is the fulfillment of a project that Mailer began decades ago with such cunning
hybrids as Armies of the Night. Y et this enormous volume shouldn't be read merely as a hand-tooled work of
history. It is also the record of a phenomenal literary career, documenting Mailer's initia triumphs, his
adrenaline-infused masterpieces of the late 1960s, hyperbolic stinkers like Marilyn and Ancient Evenings,
and the astringent sorrow and awe of The Executioner's Song, which marked his return to form in 1979 after
along fallow period. Who but this loudmouthed, elegant, shrewd, and invariably excessive author would
claim that histime--i.e., his accounting of it--is essentially our time? And who else could even begin to make
such aclaim stick? The list is a short one indeed.

From Library Journal

How to sum up 50 years of writing? Mailer's 31 books since 1948?some great, some infuriating or silly, but
none of them safe?have held him a consistently high place among postwar American writers; in between his
novels, his charismatic accounts of political conventions, prize fights, demonstrations, and moon landings
effected a sea-change in magazine journalism, launching a thousand self-referential copycats. No subject
ever seemed outside Mailer's swaggering intelligence as he evolved from young war-novelist to Existential
essayist riffing above the cultural storms. Mailer doesn't need to stake his claim as anovelist or social critic:
This sprawling reader does both, following Mailer's two careers by presenting novel excerpts set
chronologically and thematically among his most memorable nonfiction, right up to his account of the 1996
campaign. In another half-century, will he be remembered as a great novelist or a gifted man of letters who
divided his talent? Readers who don't balk at this collection's heft (1279 pages) may decide for themselves.
This compilation is an ego indulgence, but even Mailer's indulgences are lucid and surprising.
Recommended, but not essential.”Nathan Ward, "Library Journal"

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Issued as a commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of Mailer'sfirst novel, The Naked
and the Dead, and weighing in at about the size of the Manhattan phone book, this retrospective anthology
contains excerpts of exemplary works, personally selected by the great writer himself. The compilationis
creatively organized; in looking back over his oeuvre, Mailer, as he positsin his, not surprisingly, brilliant


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

introduction, realized its thematic thread is his abiding interest in writing about America. Consequently, he
has positioned the pieces in this collection so that each one "appears in accordance with the year it refersto
rather than the year in which it was written." Thus, as we read excerpts from Mailer's fiction and nonfiction,
things are purposefully out of chronological order of composition but ultimately in perfect order in terms of
overall effect; the reader witnesses Mailer's reactions to almost every step of America's evolving political
and social conditions over the past 50 years. Excerpts range from a portrait of Dorothy Parker that every
reader will enjoy to a segment of his novel Ancient Evenings, which many did not enjoy. A brain, ataent, a
rascal, and an observer: Mailer isall these, and the mix of these elements results here in a monument, not to
his ego, but to his high place in American letters. Brad Hooper

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Daphne Jones:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled The Time of
Our Time (Modern Library Paperbacks)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Joseph Mitchell:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that
for awhileisreading. Y eah, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Time of Our Time
(Modern Library Paperbacks) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Ronald Sadowski:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Time of Our Time
(Modern Library Paperbacks) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Danny Solberg:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that question



was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading
isvery important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book. A

substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Time of Our
Time (Modern Library Paperbacks).
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