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This timely book aims to change the way we think about religion by putting
emotion back onto the agenda. It challenges a tendency to over-emphasise
rational aspects of religion, and rehabilitates its embodied, visceral and affective
dimensions. Against the view that religious emotion is a purely private matter, it
offers a new framework which shows how religious emotions arise in the varied
interactions between human agents and religious communities, human agents and
objects of devotion, and communities and sacred symbols. It presents parallels
and contrasts between religious emotions in European and American history, in
other cultures, and in contemporary western societies. By taking emotions
seriously, A Sociology of Religious Emotion sheds new light on the power of
religion to shape fundamental human orientations and motivations: hopes and
fears, joys and sorrows, loves and hatreds.
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This timely book aims to change the way we think about religion by putting emotion back onto the agenda. It
challenges a tendency to over-emphasise rational aspects of religion, and rehabilitates its embodied, visceral
and affective dimensions. Against the view that religious emotion is a purely private matter, it offers a new
framework which shows how religious emotions arise in the varied interactions between human agents and
religious communities, human agents and objects of devotion, and communities and sacred symbols. It
presents parallels and contrasts between religious emotions in European and American history, in other
cultures, and in contemporary western societies. By taking emotions seriously, A Sociology of Religious
Emotion sheds new light on the power of religion to shape fundamental human orientations and motivations:
hopes and fears, joys and sorrows, loves and hatreds.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "A Sociology of Religious Emotion is exactly the kind of specialist academic
book that is usually overlooked by the celebrity combatants in the secular commentariat. If the book's
arguments and its proposals for research are heeded, it might ground the wrangles about the proper place of
religion." --Bernice Martin Times Literary Supplement

About the Author
Linda Woodhead is Professor of Sociology of Religion at Lancaster University, and Director of the Religion
and Society Programme - a major national research council initiative which embraces 80 separate projects.
Her books include Religions in the Modern World (with Koko Kawanami and Chris Partridge), An
Introduction to Christianity, The Spiritual Revolution (with Paul Heelas), Peter Berger and the Study of
Religion, and Congregational Studies in the UK (with Mathew Guest and Karin Tusting). Ole Riis is
Professor of Sociology of Religion at the University of Agder in Norway. His research includes sociology of
religion, general sociology, methodology of social science, survey studies and public planning. His books, in
Danish and English, include On Methods and Theories in the Sociology of Religion, Social Science in
Practice, Religion in Secularizing Society, and Combined Methods in the Social Sciences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeanne Crank:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Sociology of Religious Emotion.

Lauren Cook:

A Sociology of Religious Emotion can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that
will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Sociology of Religious Emotion however
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.



Catherine Acevedo:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Sociology of Religious
Emotion is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Andrew Jefferson:

You can find this A Sociology of Religious Emotion by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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