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When we look at Michelangelo's David, we see a nakedness that expresses
physical prowess, self-knowledge, and spiritual discipline. What do we see when
we look at Hans Baldung's Eve, the Serpent, and Death or Master Francke's
Martyrdom of Saint Barbara? Why should those naked female images symbolize
wantonness and shame? How do ideas about nakedness formed at the dawn of
Christianity continue to shape today's sexual values? What must women do to
take their bodies back? This revolutionary study by Margaret R. Miles, formerly
Bussey Professor of Historical Theology at the Harvard Divinity School and
author of the acclaimed Images as Insight, sifts through centuries of Christian
writing and religious ritual and, above all, Western art to reveal the origins of our
attitudes toward women's bodies and their encoded meanings. Broad enough to
encompass fourth-century descriptions of Christian baptism and contemporary
theories of representation, Carnal Knowing is a brilliant, startling work of
scholarship whose implications extend far beyond the academy to the way we
live and see.
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When we look at Michelangelo's David, we see a nakedness that expresses physical prowess, self-
knowledge, and spiritual discipline. What do we see when we look at Hans Baldung's Eve, the Serpent, and
Death or Master Francke's Martyrdom of Saint Barbara? Why should those naked female images symbolize
wantonness and shame? How do ideas about nakedness formed at the dawn of Christianity continue to shape
today's sexual values? What must women do to take their bodies back? This revolutionary study by Margaret
R. Miles, formerly Bussey Professor of Historical Theology at the Harvard Divinity School and author of the
acclaimed Images as Insight, sifts through centuries of Christian writing and religious ritual and, above all,
Western art to reveal the origins of our attitudes toward women's bodies and their encoded meanings. Broad
enough to encompass fourth-century descriptions of Christian baptism and contemporary theories of
representation, Carnal Knowing is a brilliant, startling work of scholarship whose implications extend far
beyond the academy to the way we live and see.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Lawless:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Carnal Knowing: Female Nakedness & Religious Meaning
in the Christian West. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book Carnal Knowing: Female Nakedness & Religious Meaning in the Christian West.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's read.

Gene Baker:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Carnal Knowing: Female Nakedness &
Religious Meaning in the Christian West is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Belinda Kirwin:

The book untitled Carnal Knowing: Female Nakedness & Religious Meaning in the Christian West contain a
lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Juana Kitchen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as



can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Carnal Knowing: Female Nakedness & Religious Meaning in the
Christian West can make you experience more interested to read.
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