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Who is Hindu, who is Muslim? The answer, according to Dominique-Sila Khan,
is not as simple as generally assumed. By analyzing documentary sources as well
as original field data, she examines the shaping of religious identities in South
Asia, particularly in North India. The author argues that the perception of Islam
and Hinduism as two monolithic and perpetually antagonistic faiths coexisting
uneasily in South Asia has become so deeply ingrained that the complexity of the
historical fabric is often overlooked or ignored. She demonstrates how the
emergence of clear-cut categories is a comparatively recent phenomenon, and
shows how the past is characterized by a remarkable fluidity and diversity in the
social and religious milieus of the two faiths. In exploring the historical
mechanisms that have led to the emergence and crystallization of religious
identities the author sheds light on the increasing number of conflicts which
threaten the harmonious co-existence of South Asian communities today.
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Who is Hindu, who is Muslim? The answer, according to Dominique-Sila Khan, is not as simple as generally
assumed. By analyzing documentary sources as well as original field data, she examines the shaping of
religious identities in South Asia, particularly in North India. The author argues that the perception of Islam
and Hinduism as two monolithic and perpetually antagonistic faiths coexisting uneasily in South Asia has
become so deeply ingrained that the complexity of the historical fabric is often overlooked or ignored. She
demonstrates how the emergence of clear-cut categories is a comparatively recent phenomenon, and shows
how the past is characterized by a remarkable fluidity and diversity in the social and religious milieus of the
two faiths. In exploring the historical mechanisms that have led to the emergence and crystallization of
religious identities the author sheds light on the increasing number of conflicts which threaten the
harmonious co-existence of South Asian communities today.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Muslim World Book Review, 25:4, 2005. Review by Yoginder Sikand: 'This book is a timely
contribution to the ongoing debate on religion and religious identity in contemporary South Asia.'

About the Author

Dominique-Sila Khan holds doctorates in Literature and Anthropology from the Sorbonne University in
Paris. She is currently working as an independent researcher in Jaipur, associated with the Institute of
Rajasthan Studies, specializing in Hindu-Muslim interactions in South Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Rosales:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Crossing the Threshold:
Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia. All type of book could you see on many resources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Lorenzo McAvoy:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Crossing the Threshold:
Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Maria Peterson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to reading
a book. The book Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the
event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore



effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious
Identities in South Asia or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Crossing the Threshold: Understanding Religious Identities in South Asia to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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