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Fundamentals of Forensic Science offers a complete look at the core topics of
forensic science.

It represents the most realistic view of the field by including areas that, while
central to criminal investigation, fall outside the typical definition of
criminalistics. These areas include pathology, entomology, anthropology, and
other areas of scientific study unique to forensic textbooks.

Organized by the timeline of a real case, the text begins with an introduction and
history of forensic science. It then covers the methods of analysis used in most
forensic examinations, addressing the biological, chemical and physical elements
relevant to the field, and concluding with an examination of how forensic science
intersects with law. Feature boxes throughout the text contain online resource
listings, historical events in forensic science, practical issues in laboratory
analysis, and topics for further reading or interest.

This book is recommended for students in forensic science and professionals in
the various forensic disciplines – fire, chemistry, crime scene, trace evidence, law
enforcement personnel, lawyers, and defense attorneys.

- Vivid, full-color illustrations that diagram key concepts and depict evidence
encountered in the field
- Straightforward unit organization that includes key terms, numerous feature
boxes emphasizing resources on the World Wide Web, historical events in
forensic science, practical issues in laboratory analysis, and topics for further
reading
- Effective pedagogy -including end-of-chapter questions- paired with a clear
writing style makes this an invaluable resource for professors and students of
forensic science
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Fundamentals of Forensic Science offers a complete look at the core topics of forensic science.

It represents the most realistic view of the field by including areas that, while central to criminal
investigation, fall outside the typical definition of criminalistics. These areas include pathology, entomology,
anthropology, and other areas of scientific study unique to forensic textbooks.

Organized by the timeline of a real case, the text begins with an introduction and history of forensic science.
It then covers the methods of analysis used in most forensic examinations, addressing the biological,
chemical and physical elements relevant to the field, and concluding with an examination of how forensic
science intersects with law. Feature boxes throughout the text contain online resource listings, historical
events in forensic science, practical issues in laboratory analysis, and topics for further reading or interest.

This book is recommended for students in forensic science and professionals in the various forensic
disciplines – fire, chemistry, crime scene, trace evidence, law enforcement personnel, lawyers, and defense
attorneys.

- Vivid, full-color illustrations that diagram key concepts and depict evidence encountered in the field
- Straightforward unit organization that includes key terms, numerous feature boxes emphasizing resources
on the World Wide Web, historical events in forensic science, practical issues in laboratory analysis, and
topics for further reading
- Effective pedagogy -including end-of-chapter questions- paired with a clear writing style makes this an
invaluable resource for professors and students of forensic science
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Editorial Review

Review
“[This book] approaches the field from a truly unique and exciting perspective . . . everything a student or
practicing professional needs." - The Journal of Law Enforcement

About the Author
Dr. Max M. Houck is an internationally-recognized forensic expert with research interests in forensic
science, education, and the forensic enterprise and its industries. He has worked in all aspects of forensic
science, including at the FBI Laboratory. Dr. Houck has published widely in books and peer-reviewed
journals. His anthropology and trace evidence casework includes the Branch Davidian Investigation, the
September 11 attacks on the Pentagon, the D.B. Cooper case, the US Embassy bombings in Africa, and the
West Memphis Three case, among hundreds of others. He served for six years as the Chair of the Forensic
Science Educational Program Accreditation Commission (FEPAC). Dr. Houck is a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Chemistry and a founding Co-Editor of the journal Forensic Science Policy and Management.

Jay Siegel, PhD is retired Director of the Forensic and Investigative Sciences Program and Chair of the
Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis. He
was Director of the Forensic Science Program at Michigan State University for 25 years from 1980-2004
until his retirement as Professor Emeritus. Dr. Siegel is a Distinguished Member of the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences and was named as Distinguished Alumni Scholar by his alma mater, George
Washington University in 2011. He is co-editor of Forensic Science Policy and Management: An
International Journal. He was a member of the National Academy of Sciences Forensic Science Committee
from 2006-09.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Clayton Medina:

The publication untitled Fundamentals of Forensic Science is the book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Fundamentals of Forensic Science from the publisher to make you
much more enjoy free time.

Mary McCollum:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Fundamentals of Forensic Science provide you with a new experience in reading a book.



Yolanda Nitta:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Fundamentals of Forensic
Science is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Eun Christensen:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Fundamentals of Forensic Science we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Fundamentals of Forensic Science. You can
more pleasing than now.
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