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In 1880 Nietzsche observed that Goethe had been "not just a good and great man,
but an entire culture." The author of Faust, of exquisite lyric poetry, and of a
bewildering variety of other plays, novels, and poetry as well as treatises on
botany and color theory, Goethe also excelled as an administrator in the cabinet
of Carl August, Duke of Saxe-Weimar. Now, Nicholas Boyle has written the
definitive biography of this extraordinary figure--indeed, The Poet and the Ageis
the first full-length, original English-language biography of Goethe in sixty
years.

In this elegant and enjoyable first volume--the first of two projected books--
Boyle captures the passions and poetry of the young Goethe, leading us up to the
moment when the French Revolution shook the foundations of al of Europe.
Boyle contends that, although Goethe was certainly as much a part of German
social and political life as he wasits cultural nucleus, there was no single "Age of
Goethe." Instead, Goethe's life spanned a great divide in European history: half
was spent under a monarchy, and half under a middle-class bureaucracy. The first
forty years of Goethe's creative life, rendered by Boyle in captivating detail, saw
the early conception of Faust, and Goethe's rise to literary fame on the heels of
his bestselling sentimental novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, a book which
captured the European imagination like no other before it. Werther became a
fashion in a strikingly contemporary sense: impassioned readers imitated the
clothing, the sentiments, and even the tragic suicide of the novel's young hero.
Napoleon claimed to have read Goethe's book seven times, and years later Mary
Shelley cited it asthe first book read by the monster she created in Frankenstein.
Boyle provides not only close and provocative readings of Goethe's literary
works, but also avivid portrayal of aconvulsive age of revolution, including
insights into Weimar court life, and accounts of other master thinkers like
Lessing and Schiller.

Part social history, part literary criticism, thisis biography on agrand scale--as
sweeping and magnificent asthe life it portrays. Boyle'swork is accessible to
anyone, and does not assume a prior knowledge of German history or literature,
but it is also rigorous and original--a major work of scholarship.
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Volume I, The Age of Renunciation, isin preparation.
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In 1880 Nietzsche observed that Goethe had been "not just agood and great man, but an entire culture." The
author of Faust, of exquisite lyric poetry, and of abewildering variety of other plays, hovels, and poetry as
well as treatises on botany and color theory, Goethe also excelled as an administrator in the cabinet of Carl
August, Duke of Saxe-Weimar. Now, Nicholas Boyle has written the definitive biography of this
extraordinary figure--indeed, The Poet and the Ageisthe first full-length, original English-language
biography of Goethe in sixty years.

In this elegant and enjoyable first volume--the first of two projected books--Boyle captures the passions and
poetry of the young Goethe, leading us up to the moment when the French Revolution shook the foundations
of al of Europe. Boyle contends that, although Goethe was certainly as much a part of German socia and
political life as he wasits cultural nucleus, there was no single "Age of Goethe." Instead, Goethe's life
spanned a great divide in European history: half was spent under a monarchy, and half under amiddle-class
bureaucracy. The first forty years of Goethe's creative life, rendered by Boyle in captivating detail, saw the
early conception of Faust, and Goethe's rise to literary fame on the heels of his bestselling sentimental novel
The Sorrows of Young Werther, a book which captured the European imagination like no other before it.
Werther became afashion in a strikingly contemporary sense: impassioned readers imitated the clothing, the
sentiments, and even the tragic suicide of the novel's young hero. Napoleon claimed to have read Goethe's
book seven times, and years later Mary Shelley cited it asthe first book read by the monster she created in
Frankenstein. Boyle provides not only close and provocative readings of Goethe's literary works, but also a
vivid portrayal of aconvulsive age of revolution, including insights into Weimar court life, and accounts of
other master thinkers like Lessing and Schiller.

Part social history, part literary criticism, thisis biography on a grand scale--as sweeping and magnificent as
thelifeit portrays. Boyle's work is accessible to anyone, and does not assume a prior knowledge of German
history or literature, but it is aso rigorous and original--a major work of scholarship.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Holly Silva:

Here thing why this Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe -
The Poet & the Age) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining abook is good but it
depends in the content than it which isthe content is as delightful as food or not. Goethe: The Poet and the
Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Goethe:
The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or evenin
your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet &
the Age) in e-book can be your option.

Elsie Wallace:

People livein this new time of lifestyle dways try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is Goethe: The Poet
and the Age: Volume |: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age).

Ricky Bradley:

This Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the
Age) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else aways deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately
using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volumel: The
Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, factsin itisnot ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen second
right but this publication aready do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt that will?



Dennis Sellers;

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and aso novel and Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volume I: The Poetry of
Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) or maybe others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Goethe: The Poet and the Age: Volumel: The
Poetry of Desire (1749-1790) (Goethe - The Poet & the Age) to make your spare time considerably more
colorful. Many types of book like this.
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