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In 1964 an Urban League survey ranked Los Angeles as the most desirable city
for African Americans to live in. In 1965 the city burst into flames during one of
the worst race riots in the nation's history. How the city came to such a
pass—embodying both the best and worst of what urban America offered black
migrants from the South—is the story told for the first time in this history of
modern black Los Angeles. A clear-eyed and compelling look at black struggles
for equality in L.A.'s neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces from the Great
Depression to our day, L.A. City Limits critically refocuses the ongoing debate
about the origins of America's racial and urban crisis.

Challenging previous analysts' near-exclusive focus on northern "rust-belt" cities
devastated by de-industrialization, Josh Sides asserts that the cities to which
black southerners migrated profoundly affected how they fared. He shows how
L.A.'s diverse racial composition, dispersive geography, and dynamic postwar
economy often created opportunities—and limits—quite different from those
encountered by blacks in the urban North.
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In 1964 an Urban League survey ranked Los Angeles as the most desirable city for African Americans to
live in. In 1965 the city burst into flames during one of the worst race riots in the nation's history. How the
city came to such a pass—embodying both the best and worst of what urban America offered black migrants
from the South—is the story told for the first time in this history of modern black Los Angeles. A clear-eyed
and compelling look at black struggles for equality in L.A.'s neighborhoods, schools, and workplaces from
the Great Depression to our day, L.A. City Limits critically refocuses the ongoing debate about the origins of
America's racial and urban crisis.

Challenging previous analysts' near-exclusive focus on northern "rust-belt" cities devastated by de-
industrialization, Josh Sides asserts that the cities to which black southerners migrated profoundly affected
how they fared. He shows how L.A.'s diverse racial composition, dispersive geography, and dynamic
postwar economy often created opportunities—and limits—quite different from those encountered by blacks
in the urban North.
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Editorial Review

Review
"An exceptional book. . . .[Sides] mixes pioneering research with good writing, sharp analysis and the
moving stories of everyday people. His work deserves a place on the bookshelves of all serious students of
Los Angeles and the rest of urban California."--Bill Boyarsky, "Los Angeles Times Book Review"

About the Author

Josh Sides is Assistant Professor of History at Cal Poly Pomona.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grady Meraz:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific L.A. City Limits: African
American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Helen McCleary:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The L.A. City Limits: African
American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Adriana Cornell:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is L.A. City Limits: African American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present this e-book
consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how



do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable
all of you.

Brandon Gentry:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the
L.A. City Limits: African American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present when you desired
it?
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