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By exploring topics such as the Internet, print press, advertising, satellite
television, video, rock music, literature, cinema, gender, religious intellectuals,
and secularism, this unique and wide-ranging volume explains Iran as a complex
society that has successfully managed to negotiate and embody the tensions of
tradition and modernity, democracy and theocracy, isolation and globalization,
and other such cultural-political dynamics that escape the explanatory and
analytical powers of all-too-familiar binary relations.

Featuring contributions from among the best-known and emerging scholars on
Iranian media, culture, society, and politics, this volume uncovers how the
existing perspectives on post-revolutionary Iranian society have failed to
appreciate the complexity, the paradoxes and the contradictions that characterize
life in contemporary Iran, resulting in a general failure to explain and to
anticipate its contemporary social and political transformations.
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By exploring topics such as the Internet, print press, advertising, satellite television, video, rock music,
literature, cinema, gender, religious intellectuals, and secularism, this unique and wide-ranging volume
explains Iran as a complex society that has successfully managed to negotiate and embody the tensions of
tradition and modernity, democracy and theocracy, isolation and globalization, and other such cultural-
political dynamics that escape the explanatory and analytical powers of all-too-familiar binary relations.

Featuring contributions from among the best-known and emerging scholars on Iranian media, culture,
society, and politics, this volume uncovers how the existing perspectives on post-revolutionary Iranian
society have failed to appreciate the complexity, the paradoxes and the contradictions that characterize life in
contemporary Iran, resulting in a general failure to explain and to anticipate its contemporary social and
political transformations.
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Editorial Review

Review

The puzzle of how a vibrant civil society has continued to thrive under a theocratic Islamic state in Iran has
long baffled many scholars and analysts of Iranian politics. This wide-ranging collection of essays by a
group of young scholars, based mostly in Iran, provides the most informative analysis of this complex
relationship between the society and the state in Iran by exploring the role of the media (including the press,
television, cinema, the internet, etc.), music, popular literature, and gender relations. It offers fresh
perspectives on the contemporary Iranian political culture?as well as politics of culture?in the
postrevolutionary period and should be of great interest to students of Middle East politics, communications
theory, and cultural studies.

Ali Banuazizi, Professor of Political Science, Boston College, and Past President of the Middle East
Studies Association

Iran is often seen as a series of frozen images, with angry clerics and anti-American shibboleths being the
byproducts of a stultifying theocratic order. In this path-breaking book, a different Iran comes to life, as a
number of authors challenge the prevailing impressions. From the politics of the internet to disquisition of
religious discourse in the seminaries, Media, Culture and Society in Iran opens new vistas into this most
complex of countries. For anyone interested in understanding the Islamic Republic, its tribulations and
contradictions, its promises and ideals, there is simply no better guide.

Ray Takeyh, Council on Foreign Relations, author of Hidden Iran: Paradox and Power in the Islamic
Republic.

If the world needed any reminder that Iranians, like any other people, are busy resisting domestic tyranny,
defying globalized imperialism, and mapping out the contours of their own place in history, Mehdi Semati's
judiciously edited volume is here to respond to that need.  Through a succession of brilliant first hand
accounts on media, culture, and civil society in Iran, the essays capably collected in this volume cut through
the mind-numbing clichés that think tank analysts and their native mis-informers have fed the public at
large.  The rambunctious Iranian press, a thriving internet culture, the politics of its youths, their arts and
music, the importance of satellite TV, a globalized cinema, the inner dynamics of a grassroots women's
movement, and innumerable other minutiae of a struggling cosmopolitan culture come to life in this
unprecedented and deeply informative book.

Hamid Dabashi, Hagop Kevorkian Professor of Iranian Studies and Comparative Literature,
Columbia University, Author of Iran: A People Interrupted

About the Author

Mehdi Semati is Associate Professor of Communication at Eastern Illinois University, USA. His writings on



international communication, cultural politics of global communication, popular media and cultural studies,
media and terrorism, and Iranian media have appeared in various academic journals and books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Media, Culture and Society in Iran: Living with Globalization and the Islamic
State (Iranian Studies).

Eleanor Bender:

The book Media, Culture and Society in Iran: Living with Globalization and the Islamic State (Iranian
Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make looking at a book Media, Culture and Society in Iran: Living with Globalization and the Islamic
State (Iranian Studies) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a publication Media, Culture and Society in Iran: Living with Globalization and the
Islamic State (Iranian Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Christopher Pruett:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Media, Culture and Society in Iran:
Living with Globalization and the Islamic State (Iranian Studies). All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Andy McNeil:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do it anything.



Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this Media, Culture and Society in Iran:
Living with Globalization and the Islamic State (Iranian Studies), you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.
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