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No other nonhuman source has served as the basis for more metaphors than
animals. Speaking of Animals is a dictionary of animal metaphors that are current
in American English. It is comprehensive, historical, and metaphor-based. Each
entry refers to the other dictionaries that catalog that same metaphor, and the
dates of first appearance in writing are supplied, where possible, for both the
metaphor and the name of the source. The main text is organized alphabetically
by metaphor rather than by animal or animal behavior; all the metaphors are
classified according to their animal source in a list at the end of the book.

An animal metaphor is a word, phrase, or sentence that expresses a resemblance
or similarity between someone or something and a particular animal or animal
class. True metaphors are single words, such as the noun tiger, the verb hog, and
the adjective chicken. Phrasal metaphors combine true metaphors with other
words, such as blind tiger, hog the road, and chicken colonel. Other animal
metaphors take the form of similes, such as like rats leaving a sinking ship and
prickly as a hedgehog. Still others take the form of proverbs, such as Don't count
your chickens before they hatch and Let sleeping dogs lie. The horse is the
animal most frequently referred to in metaphors, followed closely by the dog.
The Bible is the most prolific literary source of animal metaphors, followed
closely by Shakespeare.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This volume, with its nearly 3,000 entries, is a dictionary of animal metaphors, arranged by metaphor rather
than by animal. A good introduction to the idea of searching out linguistic origins, as a ready-reference or for
stimulating students' curiosity about language."-School Library Journal

"The strength of the volume is its arrangement alphabetically by metaphor rather than by animal.
Recommended for academic collections."-Choice

"Beyond its value to linguists, the dictionary makes for interresting and diverting general reading. It owes
much of its attractiveness to the personality of the writer, who conveys his information in a lively, down-to-
earth way, assurance and good humor."-ARBA

?The strength of the volume is its arrangement alphabetically by metaphor rather than by animal.
Recommended for academic collections.?-Choice

?Beyond its value to linguists, the dictionary makes for interresting and diverting general reading. It owes
much of its attractiveness to the personality of the writer, who conveys his information in a lively, down-to-
earth way, assurance and good humor.?-ARBA

?This volume, with its nearly 3,000 entries, is a dictionary of animal metaphors, arranged by metaphor rather
than by animal. A good introduction to the idea of searching out linguistic origins, as a ready-reference or for
stimulating students' curiosity about language.?-School Library Journal
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathryn Cannon:

This Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphors tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal
Metaphors can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed ones. Beside that this Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphors forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we



know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Angela Harris:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Speaking of
Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphors suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphorsis the main of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this publication.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Donald Lombard:

The actual book Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphors has a lot associated with on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

David Stokes:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this
Speaking of Animals: A Dictionary of Animal Metaphors can make you sense more interested to read.
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