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For nearly half a century, James D. Hart's Oxford Companion to American
Literature has offered a matchless guided tour through American literary culture,
both past and present. Hart now presents the first abridgement of the Companion
in a paperback edition, making the entries of the greatest general interest from the
original volume available to a much wider audience.
Compact and affordable, The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature
contains over 2,000 entries, including brief biographies of important authors, plot
summaries of individual works, descriptions of important literary movements,
and a wealth of information on other aspects of American literary life and history
from the Colonial period to the modern era. It devotes approximately 325 of the
biographical entries to contemporary writers, introducing such newcomers to the
Companion as William Kennedy, Grace Paley, and Raymond Carver. The more
specialized and esoteric entries from the original have been omitted.
Like its predecessor, The Concise Oxford Companion contains a thorough system
of cross references to guide the reader to related information on a given topic, as
well as a chronological Index outlining significant events in the literary and
social history of the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A skilled abridgement...[of] a standard work in its field....A valuable addition to the reference shelf for
anyone interested in American literature."--John Barkham Reviews

"Invaluable to those who need such a reference book, and [Hart's] enterprise, as before, has to be
applauded."--Sunday Times (London)

"Wonderfully useful for quick references and just as enjoyable for browsing."--The Christian Science
Monitor

Praise for the fifth edition of The Oxford Companion to American Literature:

"The histories and latest theories of American writing will come and go, but the authors and their works will
remain, preserved for future evaluation by Hart's monumental work. It is without question our most
important book on our own literature."--Virginia Quarterly Review

"A reference work I have never been able to live without."--Alfred Kazin, The New York Times Book Review

"Monumental....Without question our most important book on our own literature."--Virginia Quarterly
Review

"Gracefully readable. For the serious reader, it is a delight, and for the scholar, it is indispensable."--Los
Angeles Herald-Examiner

"If ever a compiler of a reference tool deserved a lifetime achievement award, it is James D. Hart."--Booklist

"An indispensable reference work....The fifth edition has moved on."--American Studies International



About the Author

James D. Hart, Professor of American Literature at the University of California, Berkeley, is Director of the
Bancroft Library and author of The Popular Book and A Companion to California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mario Berry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford
Paperback Reference). Try to make book The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford
Paperback Reference) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Kimberly Hopkins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Concise Oxford Companion
to American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Shirley Jones:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Concise Oxford Companion to
American Literature (Oxford Paperback Reference), it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lee Henry:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This guide The Concise Oxford Companion to American Literature (Oxford
Paperback Reference) was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about



your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book which you wanted.
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