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There are many reasons to despair over the state of the world today: climate
change, war, terrorism, social injustice, and an utter failure by our political
systems to fix them. Y et there will always be those frustrating optimists who
counter such an outlook by citing developments such as modern medicine,
democracy, and the global internet as signs that things are, and always have been,
on the up and up. This book locks those people in a separate room, shattering
their rose-colored glasses to show the tremendous value in keeping the dark side
of human affairs at the forefront of our consciousness.

Stuart Sim starts with the proposition that pessimists simply have amore redlistic
world view. Tracing how pessimism has devel oped over time and exploring its
multifaceted nature, he shows that many thinkers throughout history—including
philosophers, theologians, authors, artists, and even scientists—have been
pessimists at heart, challenging us to face up to the desperations that define
human existence. Spanning cultures and moving across eras, he assemblesa
grand discourse of pessimism. Ultimately he offers the provocative argument that
pessimism should be cultivated and vigorously defended as one of our most
useful and ever-relevant dispositions.
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There are many reasons to despair over the state of the world today: climate change, war, terrorism, social
injustice, and an utter failure by our political systemsto fix them. Y et there will always be those frustrating
optimists who counter such an outlook by citing developments such as modern medicine, democracy, and the
global internet as signs that things are, and always have been, on the up and up. This book locks those people
in a separate room, shattering their rose-colored glasses to show the tremendous value in keeping the dark
side of human affairs at the forefront of our consciousness.

Stuart Sim starts with the proposition that pessimists simply have amore realistic world view. Tracing how
pessimism has developed over time and exploring its multifaceted nature, he shows that many thinkers
throughout history—including philosophers, theologians, authors, artists, and even scientists—have been
pessimists at heart, challenging us to face up to the desperations that define human existence. Spanning
cultures and moving across eras, he assembles agrand discourse of pessimism. Ultimately he offers the
provocative argument that pessimism should be cultivated and vigorously defended as one of our most useful
and ever-relevant dispositions.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Lucid and wide-ranging book. . . . Revenge tragedies, Vietnam war films, Samuel Beckett’ s plays, the
novels of William Golding and Philip Roth, Goya's series The Disasters of War and Picasso’s Guernica—all
these works and many othersfigurein Sim’s analysis of pessimism . . . ameticulous survey.”

(Times Literary Supplement)

“Sim offers a thoughtful and well-articulated sampling of pessimism in western culture.. . . expansive,
compelling, and thought-provoking.”

(Hans Rollman PopMatters)

About the Author

Stuart Sim isformer professor of critical theory at Northumbria University, Newcastle, and a Fellow of the
English Association. He is the author of many books, most recently The End of Modernity, Addicted to
Profit, and Fifty Key Thinkersin Postmodernism.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Irene Howe:

Book iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book A Philosophy of Pessimism will make
you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Fanny Rutledge:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extratime or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you haveread is
actually A Philosophy of Pessimism.

llene Bixler:

The book untitled A Philosophy of Pessimism contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your



girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable al the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have anice read.

James Wood:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book thisreserve. This A Philosophy of Pessimismissimple
to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much
spaceto bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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