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Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media, edited by John A.
Lent and Lorna Fitzsimmons, is an interdisciplinary study of popular culture
practices in Asia, including regional and national studies of Japan, China, South
Korea, and Australia. The contributors explore the evolution and intersection of
popular forms (gaming, manga, anime, film, music, fiction, YouTube videos) and
explicate the changing cultural meanings of these media in historical and
contemporary contexts. At this study’s core are the roles popular culture plays in
the construction of national and regional identity. Common themes in this text
include the impact of new information technology, whether it be on gaming in
East Asia, music in 1960s’ Japan, or candlelight vigils in South Korea; hybridity,
of old and new versions of the Chinese game Weiqi, of online and hand-held
gaming in South Korea and Japan that developed localized expressions, or of
United States culture transplanted to Japan in post-World War II, leading to the
current otaku (fan boy) culture; and the roles that nationalism and grassroots and
alternative media of expression play in contemporary Asian popular culture. This
is an essential study in understanding the role of popular culture in Asia’s
national and regional identity.
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Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media, edited by John A. Lent and Lorna Fitzsimmons,
is an interdisciplinary study of popular culture practices in Asia, including regional and national studies of
Japan, China, South Korea, and Australia. The contributors explore the evolution and intersection of popular
forms (gaming, manga, anime, film, music, fiction, YouTube videos) and explicate the changing cultural
meanings of these media in historical and contemporary contexts. At this study’s core are the roles popular
culture plays in the construction of national and regional identity. Common themes in this text include the
impact of new information technology, whether it be on gaming in East Asia, music in 1960s’ Japan, or
candlelight vigils in South Korea; hybridity, of old and new versions of the Chinese game Weiqi, of online
and hand-held gaming in South Korea and Japan that developed localized expressions, or of United States
culture transplanted to Japan in post-World War II, leading to the current otaku (fan boy) culture; and the
roles that nationalism and grassroots and alternative media of expression play in contemporary Asian popular
culture. This is an essential study in understanding the role of popular culture in Asia’s national and regional
identity.
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Editorial Review

Review
Emerging popular cultural and new media forms which have tended to evade historical and critical attention,
now get thorough analyses by a diverse set of critics who create points of cogent analysis on the vast and
diverse global map in Lent and Fitzsimmons' book. Clarity in these particular views creates a sense of the
enormous change emerging in the cultures of Asia. (Frenchy Lunning, Minneapolis College of Art and
Design)

This volume, an eclectic set of eight essays by an array of scholars and popular media specialists, covers
Japan, China, South Korea, and Australia. What links these essays methodologically is the claim of
interdisciplinarity with a focus on, to quote from the publisher's website, "the roles popular culture plays in
the construction of national and regional identity." In actuality, the majority of these essays foreground
Japan. For that reason, this collection will be of most interest to Japanophiles. Two essays explicitly cover
regionality and globalization: one through a discussion of the history and diffusion of the board game Weiqi
(Go), the other by examining online/handheld gaming in East Asia. The remaining essays are mostly
"country specific," delving into the power of popular culture--from vinyl records in the 1960s to YouTube
videos in the 2010s—in the re/formation of national identity. Summing Up: Recommended. (CHOICE)

Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media, edited by John A. Lent and Lorna Fitzsimmons,
is an interdisciplinary study of popular culture practices in Asia, including regional and national studies in
Japan, China, South Korea, and Australia. The contributors explore the evolution and intersection of popular
forms (gaming, manga, anime, film, music, fiction, YouTube videos) and explicate these media's changing
cultural meanings in historical and contemporary contexts. At its core is the issue of the roles popular culture
plays in the construction of national and regional identity.

About the Author
John A. Lent is publisher and editor of the International Journal of Comic Art and founding Chair of the
Asia Pacific Animation and Comics Association. He was a university professor for fifty-one years.

Lorna Fitzsimmons is associate professor and Coordinator of Humanities at California State University,
Dominguez Hills in Los Angeles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Clayton:

This book untitled Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.



Brett Baker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media can be
fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Alexander Taylor:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.

Sharonda Adair:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Asian Popular Culture: New, Hybrid, and Alternate Media can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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