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"If the Jews wish to become a nation of 'Jewish Culture,'" Eliezer Ben-Yehuda
wrote in 1904, "they must first become truly a nation." Throughout the
subsequent decade, Ben-Yehuda and other Zionist activists in Palestine attempted
to transform the small, divided, economically depressed, and demographically
declining Yishuv -- the pre-state Jewish community -- into the foundation of a
modern nation. In this book, Arieh Bruce Saposnik tells the story of this
transformation.

As Saposnik shows, these activists did not attempt to rewrite Jewish culture
simply by uprooting and transplanting themselves, but sought to affect a dramatic
revolution in all aspects of Jewish life. They endeavored not only to revise
Judaism, but to revise the very definition of culture, and the expanse with which
they viewed the word was, in part, what made this group so revolutionary. The
new "Hebrew" culture they sought to create encompassed everything from the
way in which Yishuv Zionists dressed to the art they created and the literature
they read, to the holidays they celebrated, to the language they spoke and the
accent with which they spoke it. Politics, economics, and even medicine were
mobilized to become dynamic parts of a new Jewish identity.

Saposnik attempts to recapture their comprehensive view of culture and to show
how these activists translated images and ideas into concrete cultural institutions,
new art, rituals, and language. But, he also argues that this new culture, while
expansive, was highly precarious and intensely contested. The Zionists struggled
to maintain a complex relationship with traditional Jewish discourses, practices,
and liturgy and to forge a delicate balance between the traditional and the novel,
"occident" and "orient," and shifting national centers and peripheries. Through
his examination of the Zionist cultural project, Saposnik sheds new light on the
origins of Israel and Israeli culture, and on the fundamental building blocks from
which modern nations and nationalisms are erected.
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"If the Jews wish to become a nation of 'Jewish Culture,'" Eliezer Ben-Yehuda wrote in 1904, "they must
first become truly a nation." Throughout the subsequent decade, Ben-Yehuda and other Zionist activists in
Palestine attempted to transform the small, divided, economically depressed, and demographically declining
Yishuv -- the pre-state Jewish community -- into the foundation of a modern nation. In this book, Arieh
Bruce Saposnik tells the story of this transformation.

As Saposnik shows, these activists did not attempt to rewrite Jewish culture simply by uprooting and
transplanting themselves, but sought to affect a dramatic revolution in all aspects of Jewish life. They
endeavored not only to revise Judaism, but to revise the very definition of culture, and the expanse with
which they viewed the word was, in part, what made this group so revolutionary. The new "Hebrew" culture
they sought to create encompassed everything from the way in which Yishuv Zionists dressed to the art they
created and the literature they read, to the holidays they celebrated, to the language they spoke and the accent
with which they spoke it. Politics, economics, and even medicine were mobilized to become dynamic parts
of a new Jewish identity.

Saposnik attempts to recapture their comprehensive view of culture and to show how these activists
translated images and ideas into concrete cultural institutions, new art, rituals, and language. But, he also
argues that this new culture, while expansive, was highly precarious and intensely contested. The Zionists
struggled to maintain a complex relationship with traditional Jewish discourses, practices, and liturgy and to
forge a delicate balance between the traditional and the novel, "occident" and "orient," and shifting national
centers and peripheries. Through his examination of the Zionist cultural project, Saposnik sheds new light on
the origins of Israel and Israeli culture, and on the fundamental building blocks from which modern nations
and nationalisms are erected.
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Editorial Review

Review
A provocative account of the formative years of Zionist national myth-making in early twentieth-century
Palestine ... Sapposnik makes an outstanding contribution to our historical understanding of early Zionist
cultural production in Palestine, and he will inspire many to pick up where he has left off and further explore
the foundational moments of Zionist culture and nationalism in Palestine. American Historical Review

About the Author

Arieh B. Saposnik is Professor of Hebrew Culture at Arizona State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Becoming
Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Donald Cauley:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Becoming Hebrew: The
Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine. All type of book can you see on many solutions.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Carroll:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman
Palestine as the daily resource information.



Devin Glass:

The book untitled Becoming Hebrew: The Creation of a Jewish National Culture in Ottoman Palestine
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have
a nice study.
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