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Everybody’s America reassesses Pynchon’s literary career in order to explain the
central role played by the racialization of American culture in the postmodernist
deconstruction of subjectivity and literary authority and in the crisis in white
liberal culture. It charts the evolution of both these cultural transformations from
Pynchon’s early short stories, composed in the late 1950s, through Gravity’s
Rainbow, published in 1973. This book demonstrates that Pynchon deploys
techniques associated with the decentering of the linguistic sign and the
fragmentation of narrative in order to work through the anxieties of white male
subjects in their encounter with racial otherness. It also charts Pynchon’s
attention to non-white and non-Euro-American voices and cultural forms, which
imply an awareness of and interest in processes of transculturation occurring both
within U.S. borders and between the U.S. and the Third World. In these ways, his
novels attempt to acknowledge the implicit racism in many elements of white
American culture and to grapple with the psychological and sociopolitical effects
of that racism on both white and black Americans. The argument of Everybody’s
America, however, also considers the limits of Pynchon’s implicit commitment
to hybridity as a social ideal, identifying attitudes expressed in his work that
suggest a residual attraction to the mainstream liberalism of the fifties and early
sixties. Pynchon’s fiction dramatizes the conflict between the discourses and
values of such liberalism and those of an emergent multiculturalist ethos that
names and valorizes social difference and hybridity. In identifying the
competition between residual liberalism and an emergent multiculturalism,
Everybody’s America makes its contribution to the broader understanding of
postmodern culture.
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the psychological and sociopolitical effects of that racism on both white and black Americans. The argument
of Everybody’s America, however, also considers the limits of Pynchon’s implicit commitment to hybridity
as a social ideal, identifying attitudes expressed in his work that suggest a residual attraction to the
mainstream liberalism of the fifties and early sixties. Pynchon’s fiction dramatizes the conflict between the
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Editorial Review

Review
"Witzling reads texts well, but his special contribution lies in his grasp of contemporary theory and those
conundrums of race in which the younger Pynchon's imagination was anchored in the 1950s and 1960s...this
is an original contribution to knowledge of Pynchon and the role of race in American culture." Choice,
January 2009

About the Author

David Witzling is anAssistant Professor at Manhattan College in Riverdale, NY

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of
Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon,
Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) content conveys the thought
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon,
Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Ben Papenfuss:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of
Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors) as your daily resource information.

Judy Williams:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really



opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the
Cultures of Postmodernism (Studies in Major Literary Authors), you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Gloria Engstrom:

The book untitled Everybody's America: Thomas Pynchon, Race, and the Cultures of Postmodernism
(Studies in Major Literary Authors) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can
easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time
of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.
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