
Hysteria: The disturbing history

By Andrew Scull

Hysteria: The disturbing history By Andrew Scull

The nineteenth century seems to have been full of hysterical women - or so they
were diagnosed. Where are they now? The very disease no longer exists. In this
fascinating account, Andrew Scull tells the story of Hysteria - an illness that
disappeared not through medical endeavour, but through growing understanding
and cultural change. More generally, it raises the question of how diseases are
framed, and how conceptions of a disease change through history.

The lurid history of hysteria makes fascinating reading. Charcot's clinics showed
off flamboyantly 'hysterical' patients taking on sexualized poses, and among the
visiting professionals was one Sigmund Freud. Scull discusses the origins of the
idea of hysteria, the development of a neurological approach by John Sydenham
and others, hysteria as a fashionable condition, and its growth from the 17th
century. Some regarded it as a peculiarly English malady, 'the natural
concomitant of England's greater civilization and refinement'. Women were the
majority of patients, and the illness became associated with female biology,
resulting in some gruesome 'treatments'. Charcot and Freud were key
practitioners defining the nature of the illness. But curiously, the illness seemed
to swap gender during the First World War when male hysterics frequently
suffering from shell shock were also subjected to brutal 'treatments'.
Subsequently, the 'disease' declined and eventually disappeared, at least in
professional circles, though attenuated elements remain, reclassified for instance
as post-traumatic stress disorder.
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The nineteenth century seems to have been full of hysterical women - or so they were diagnosed. Where are
they now? The very disease no longer exists. In this fascinating account, Andrew Scull tells the story of
Hysteria - an illness that disappeared not through medical endeavour, but through growing understanding and
cultural change. More generally, it raises the question of how diseases are framed, and how conceptions of a
disease change through history.

The lurid history of hysteria makes fascinating reading. Charcot's clinics showed off flamboyantly
'hysterical' patients taking on sexualized poses, and among the visiting professionals was one Sigmund
Freud. Scull discusses the origins of the idea of hysteria, the development of a neurological approach by John
Sydenham and others, hysteria as a fashionable condition, and its growth from the 17th century. Some
regarded it as a peculiarly English malady, 'the natural concomitant of England's greater civilization and
refinement'. Women were the majority of patients, and the illness became associated with female biology,
resulting in some gruesome 'treatments'. Charcot and Freud were key practitioners defining the nature of the
illness. But curiously, the illness seemed to swap gender during the First World War when male hysterics
frequently suffering from shell shock were also subjected to brutal 'treatments'. Subsequently, the 'disease'
declined and eventually disappeared, at least in professional circles, though attenuated elements remain,
reclassified for instance as post-traumatic stress disorder.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "Elegantly constructed book...Skull is otherwise exemplary on the whole
historical curve."

--George Rousseau, TLS 20.08.10

"The stories they tell are often fascinating and alarming - pitched somewhere between farce, genius, horror
and a lab report."

--The Scotsman 23/10/2009

"These four 'biographies' of diseases go far beyond questions of biology or medical practice; they talk
politics, sex and class, faith."

--The Scotsman 23/10/2009

"The notion of an ailment having a birth, a lifespan, and - ideally - a demise...is an illuminating and useful
concept."

--Wendy Moore, British Medical Journal 31/10/2009

"Andrew Scull's exploration...provides an utterly enthralling study of medical ideology and sociology."

--Wendy Moore, British Medical Journal 31/10/2009

"Should be required reading for all students of medicine."

--Wendy Moore, British Medical Journal 31/10/2009

About the Author

Andrew Scull has held faculty positions at the University of Pennsylvania, Princeton, and the University of
California, where he is Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Science Studies. He is a past president of
the Society for the Social History of Medicine, and has held fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation
and the American Council of Learned Societies. He is the author or editor of more than twenty books, many
of them on the history of psychiatry in Britain and the United States. He has lectured on five continents, as
well as making many media appearances on programmes dealing with mental health issues.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Solomon Pepper:

The experience that you get from Hysteria: The disturbing history is the more deep you digging the



information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to recognise but Hysteria: The disturbing history giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Hysteria: The disturbing history instantly.

Christina Lazarus:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the book untitled Hysteria: The disturbing history can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Jonathan Peterson:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Hysteria: The disturbing history we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Hysteria: The disturbing history. You can more
appealing than now.

Scott Harrington:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Hysteria: The disturbing history to make your
current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the guide
Hysteria: The disturbing history can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of these time.
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