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This stimulating, full-color concise book covers awide range of topics designed
to stimulate those who are learning how to look at art as well as how to enjoy and
interpret it. Unique perspectives on art are presented here to encourage thoughtful
examination of art through the lenses of iconography, Marxism, feminism,
semiotics, and the various controversies that surround it. Richly illustrated, this
book features arange of Western and non-Western artworks, from ancient to
contemporary.
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

The arts affect our lives whether or not we ever set foot in a museum. Advertisements use images to sell
products; pictures and scul ptures stimulate our senses and decorate our urban and rural spaces. These, along
with the buildings we inhabit, are manifestations of the visua arts.

This book of eight brief chapters on different aspects of the visual artsis designed to explore the nature of
imagery and its relevance to many facets of our lives. Drawing on awealth of examples from Western and
non-Western art through the ages, it examines awide range of themes, from the relationship between form
and meaning, to the methodologies of art-historical analysis, to the controversies that have surrounded
certain works of art both past and present.

The author's concise and clear analytical approach to understanding and appreciating works of art helps
readers understand the various ways of interpreting images by artists as diverse as Leonardo da Vinci,
Vincent van Gogh, and Jackson Pollock. Beautiful illustrations accompany the text, making this book an
ideal resource for students, museum visitors, and anyone interested in the arts.

About the Author

Laurie Schneider Adamsreceived aPh.D. in Art History from Columbia University. Sheis Professor of Art
History at John Jay College, City University of New Y ork, where she teaches art survey, and at the Graduate
Center, where she teaches courses on the Italian Renaissance and on Art and Psychoanalysis. She has
published articles on iconography and on art and psychology. She isthe editor of "Giotto in Perspective'and
of the journal "Source: Notesin the History of Art"; the author of "A History of Western Art", "The
Methodologies of Art", "Art and Psychoanalysis', and "Art on Tria"; and co-author (with Maria Grazia
Pernis) of "Federico da Montefeltro and Sigismondo Malatesta: The Eagle and the Elephant” and of 5
children's books (with Allison Coudert).

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

THE VISUAL ARTS affect our lives whether or not we ever set foot in a museum. Billboards use images to
advertise products; pictures and scul ptures stimulate our senses and decorate our urban and rural spaces.
These, along with the buildings we inhabit, are manifestations of the visual arts.

Thisisabook of eight brief essays on different aspects of the visual arts. It is designed to engage readers
with the nature of imagery and its relevance to their lives. lllustrations are drawn from Western and
nonwestern art to give readers arange of the artistic possibilitiesin widely diverse societies.

Chapter 1 considers the universal appeal of images, while Chapter 2 addresses some of the culturally
determined reasons for creating works of art. In Chapter 3, the relationship between form and meaning is
surveyed, and Chapter 4 situates the artist in two kinds of context—prevailing aesthetic convention and
practical training. The recurring formal theme of the circle, the column as a structural theme, and two
iconographi c themes—mother and child, and the artist's confrontation with death—are the subjects of
Chapter 5.



When we view works of art today, we may not be seeing them in their original setting. In Chapter 6,
therefore, we consider art in and out of the context intended by the artist. Since works of art have been
analyzed from severa different viewpoints, Chapter 7 introduces the major theoretical ways of interpreting
imagery, focusing primarily on van Gogh's painting A Pair of Wooden Clogs. The final chapter challenges
readers to come to grips with some of the controversies in which the visual arts have been involved.

| would like to thank Lee Ripley Greenfield, who first proposed this project, Nell Webb, who oversaw its
development, Karen Stafford, who designed the book, and Carol Flechner, who, as always, did a great job of
copyediting. For the quality of theillustrations | have to thank Sue Bolsom and Judy Rasmussen. John
Adams read the text in manuscript and offered many helpful suggestions along the way. In addition, the
manuscript was read and improved by Cordelia Menges, Leola MacDonald, and James Brandi. For pointers
on Egyptian art, | am grateful to Ellen Davis.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joaquin Hogan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Looking At Art Value Package
(includes Art History Interactive CD- Dual Platform (PC and MAC)) iskind of book which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Joshua Castillo:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Looking At Art Vaue Package (includes Art History Interactive CD- Dual Platform (PC and
MAC)), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading areserve.

Betty Callahan:

The book untitled Looking At Art VValue Package (includes Art History Interactive CD- Dual Platform (PC
and MAC)) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. Y ou can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and



anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have anice
learn.

Judy Ydle:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book Looking At Art Vaue Package (includes Art History Interactive CD- Dua Platform (PC and MAC))
we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at
this book Looking At Art VValue Package (includes Art History Interactive CD- Dua Platform (PC and
MAC)). Y ou can more attractive than now.
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