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For centuries carved writings and artworks in churches lay largely unnoticed. So
archaeologist Matthew Champion started a nationwide survey to gather the best
examples. In this book he shines a spotlight on a forgotten world of ships, prayers
for good fortune, satirical cartoons, charms, curses, windmills, word puzzles,
architectural plans and heraldic designs. Drawing on examples from surviving
medieval churches in England, the author gives a voice to the secret graffiti
artists: from the lord of the manor and the parish priest to the people who built
the church itself. Here are strange medieval beasts, knights battling unseen
dragons, ships sailing across lime-washed oceans and demons who stalk the
walls. Latin prayers for the dead jostle with medieval curses, builders’ accounts
and slanderous comments concerning a long-dead archdeacon. Strange and
complex geometric designs, created to ward off the "evil eye" and thwart the
works of the devil, share church pillars with the heraldic shields of England’s
medieval nobility.
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For centuries carved writings and artworks in churches lay largely unnoticed. So archaeologist Matthew
Champion started a nationwide survey to gather the best examples. In this book he shines a spotlight on a
forgotten world of ships, prayers for good fortune, satirical cartoons, charms, curses, windmills, word
puzzles, architectural plans and heraldic designs. Drawing on examples from surviving medieval churches in
England, the author gives a voice to the secret graffiti artists: from the lord of the manor and the parish priest
to the people who built the church itself. Here are strange medieval beasts, knights battling unseen dragons,
ships sailing across lime-washed oceans and demons who stalk the walls. Latin prayers for the dead jostle
with medieval curses, builders’ accounts and slanderous comments concerning a long-dead archdeacon.
Strange and complex geometric designs, created to ward off the "evil eye" and thwart the works of the devil,
share church pillars with the heraldic shields of England’s medieval nobility.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Rare, lovely glimmers of everyday life in the Middle Ages." -- Dan Jones The Sunday Times "While
rigorous in its scholarship - packed full of information and insights which have come from research pursued
over many years and collected by a dedicated team of surveyors - it is eminently readable." -- William
Anderson, University of Melbourne Peregrenations Journal

About the Author

Matthew Champion studied history and landscape archaeology at the University of East Anglia. As a
freelance archaeologist he is widely regarded as England’s leading expert on medieval graffiti inscriptions,
and has worked with organizations such as English Heritage and the National Trust, as well as writing and
lecturing extensively upon the subject. Matthew is currently Project Director of the multi-award winning
Norfolk and Suffolk Medieval Graffiti Survey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kristy Taylor:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Medieval Graffiti: The Lost Voices of
England's Churches book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mindy Munson:

The actual book Medieval Graffiti: The Lost Voices of England's Churches has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after scanning this book.

Teresa Sullivan:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to
around the world. By the book Medieval Graffiti: The Lost Voices of England's Churches we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book.



Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book
Medieval Graffiti: The Lost Voices of England's Churches. You can more inviting than now.

Joshua Matthews:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Medieval Graffiti: The Lost Voices of England's Churches when you required it?
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