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MYTH

A Very Short Introduction

Where do myths come from? What is their function and what do they mean?

In this Very Short Introduction Robert Segal introduces the array of approaches
used to understand the study of myth. These approaches hail from disciplines as
varied as anthropology, sociology, psychology, literary criticism, philosophy,
science, and religious studies. Including ideas from theorists as varied as
Sigmund Freud, Claude Levi-Strauss, Albert Camus, and Roland Barthes, Segal
uses the famous ancient myth of Adonis to analyse their individual approaches
and theories.

In this new edition, he not only considers the future study of myth, but also
considers the interactions of myth theory with cognitive science, the implications
of the myth of Gaia, and the differences between story-telling and myth.

ABOUT THE SERIES:

The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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Where do myths come from? What is their function and what do they mean?

In this Very Short Introduction Robert Segal introduces the array of approaches used to understand the study
of myth. These approaches hail from disciplines as varied as anthropology, sociology, psychology, literary
criticism, philosophy, science, and religious studies. Including ideas from theorists as varied as Sigmund
Freud, Claude Levi-Strauss, Albert Camus, and Roland Barthes, Segal uses the famous ancient myth of
Adonis to analyse their individual approaches and theories.

In this new edition, he not only considers the future study of myth, but also considers the interactions of
myth theory with cognitive science, the implications of the myth of Gaia, and the differences between story-
telling and myth.

ABOUT THE SERIES:

The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titlesin aimost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review

this admirably clear and sensibly priced volume, although 'very short', is also very comprehensive Juliette
Wood, Folklore Science Fiction readers, and more so writers, may well find this short introduction to myth
of interest. SF has drawn on mythological tropes from supermen (including Superman) and technology with,
and imparting, god-like powers, through to flights to the heavens. Concatenation, Jonathan Cowie thisisan
essential addition to your library. It isan inexpensive book that maps out the territory of the theories of myth
- covering alot of academuc ground while being very readable and accessible. International Journal of
Jungian Studies

About the Author

Robert A. Segal was born, raised, and educated in the United States. He received his PhD in religion from
Princeton University. He taught in the US for many years at Reed College, Stanford University, the
University of Pittsburgh, and Tulane University before relocating to the UK in fall 1994. He taught at
Lancaster University, before moving in 2006 to the University of Aberdeen, where heis Sixth Century Chair
in Religious Studies. He teaches and writes on theories of myth and on theories of religion. Among the books
he has written or edited are Joseph Campbell (1987, 1990) The Gnostic Jung (1992), Jung on Mythology
(1998), The Myth and Ritual Theory (1998), Theorizing about Myth (1999), The Blackwell Companion to the
Sudy of Religion (2006), and 30-Second Mythology (2012). He is currently editing the Oxford Handbook of
Myth Theory.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Overbay:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which isinside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstabl e resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Myth: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) as the daily resource information.

DorisRice:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be read. Myth: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.



Marina Tijerina:

Beside this specific Myth: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your phone, it may give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got hereisfresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Myth: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) because this book offers
for you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Sean Rusin:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Myth: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Myth: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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