
Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford

By Donald Spoto

Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford By Donald Spoto

New York Times bestselling author Donald Spoto has already brilliantly explored the lives
and careers of numerous Hollywood stars and entertainment icons—Grace Kelly, James
Dean, Alfred Hitchcock, and Marilyn Monroe, to name but a few. In Possessed, his
subject is the inimitable Joan Crawford, one of the most electrifying divas of the Golden
Age of American film. A more thorough, revealing, and sympathetic portrait of the often
maligned movie star—most notably lambasted, perhaps, in the scandalous bestseller,
Mommy Dearest—Possessed is a fascinating study of the real Joan Crawford, a
remarkable actress, businesswoman, mother, and lover.<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Spoto, author of several best-selling biographies of film and theater stars, sets his sights on Joan Crawford
for this, his latest effort. Based on exclusive interviews and archival information, he pieces together
Crawford’s (then Lucille LeSeuer) early life with her poverty-stricken family, her days as trophy-winning
Charleston dancer and fast life as a flapper during World War I, her discovery by MGM, and her life as a
movie star. He also details her four marriages, her troubled family life, her several love affairs, achievements
as a movie star, and time as a business executive on the board of directors of Pepsi-Cola. Obviously a great
fan of the notorious Crawford, the author tries to dispute the stories of child abuse and mental instability that
besmirched the reputation of the actress; however, his arguments in the end are not all that persuasive. An
illuminating look at a bygone era, and a fairly entertaining read, that movie fans will enjoy. --Kathleen
Hughes

From the Back Cover

The definitive biography of a remarkable woman and true legend of film

Joan Crawford was one of the most incandescent film stars of all time, yet she may have also been one of the
most misunderstood. In this brilliantly researched, thoughtful, and intimate biography, bestselling author
Donald Spoto goes beyond the popular caricature—the abusive, unstable mother portrayed in her adopted
daughter Christina Crawford’s memoir, Mommie Dearest—to give us a three-dimensional portrait of the real
woman behind the actress, her dazzling career, and her extraordinary life and times.

Based on new archival information and exclusive interviews, Possessed traces Crawford’s fifty years of
memorable performances in such film classics as Rain, The Women, Mildred Pierce, and Sudden Fear,
which are as startling and vivid today as when they were first released. Spoto goes behind the myths to
examine the rise and fall of the studio system; Crawford’s four marriages; her passionate, thirty-year on-and-
off affair with Clark Gable; her friendships and rivalries with other stars; the truth behind the scathing stories
in her daughter’s memoir; and more.

About the Author

Donald Spoto has written two dozen bestselling biographies of film and theater stars—among them Grace
Kelly, Alfred Hitchcock, Tennessee Williams, Ingrid Bergman, and Marilyn Monroe. Born in Westchester
County, near New York City, he now lives in Denmark.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Priscilla McCreary:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Tony Caldwell:

This Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford having great arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Bernard Lewis:

The ability that you get from Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford will be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having that Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford instantly.

John Threadgill:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in
a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
Possessed: The Life of Joan Crawford giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
the following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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