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The complex and distinctive Spartan tradition has been a prominent theme in
western thinking from antiquity to today. Sparta is also one of a handful of
ancient Greek cities with enough existing evidence for historians to create a
realistic social portrait. Over the past quarter-century Paul Cartledge has
established himself as the leading international authority on ancient Sparta.
Spartan Reflections is a superb collection of his essays—two are published here
for the first time, and the rest, often difficult to locate, have been revised and
updated for publication in book form. Giving us a real sense of what Sparta was
like as a culture, these essays constitute a fascinating introduction to and
overview of ancient Spartan history and its reception. This collection, unique in
breadth and scope, will be an essential source for anyone interested in this
idiosyncratic society.

Cartledge brings us up to date on what is known about the most important and
intriguing aspects of Sparta: its military development, questions of gender and
sexuality, and the difficult problem of artistic and literary aspects of Sparta. We
learn about the institutions that distinguished Sparta from other city-states,
including its religion, education process, degree of literacy, secret service,
unusual system of servitude, and institutionalized pederasty. Throughout,
Cartledge also makes important comparisons with Athens, helping us grasp what
is really striking about Sparta.

Cartledge's writing is clear and engaging as he draws from myriad sources both
ancient and modern, as well as from political and cultural theory. These essays,
together with their magisterial bibliography, demonstrate his remarkable
scholarly and intellectual range. Spartan Reflections will be an important source
on the most significant issues in Sparta scholarship today as well as a fascinating
look at this culture for general readers.
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The complex and distinctive Spartan tradition has been a prominent theme in western thinking from antiquity
to today. Sparta is also one of a handful of ancient Greek cities with enough existing evidence for historians
to create a realistic social portrait. Over the past quarter-century Paul Cartledge has established himself as the
leading international authority on ancient Sparta. Spartan Reflections is a superb collection of his
essays—two are published here for the first time, and the rest, often difficult to locate, have been revised and
updated for publication in book form. Giving us a real sense of what Sparta was like as a culture, these
essays constitute a fascinating introduction to and overview of ancient Spartan history and its reception. This
collection, unique in breadth and scope, will be an essential source for anyone interested in this idiosyncratic
society.

Cartledge brings us up to date on what is known about the most important and intriguing aspects of Sparta:
its military development, questions of gender and sexuality, and the difficult problem of artistic and literary
aspects of Sparta. We learn about the institutions that distinguished Sparta from other city-states, including
its religion, education process, degree of literacy, secret service, unusual system of servitude, and
institutionalized pederasty. Throughout, Cartledge also makes important comparisons with Athens, helping
us grasp what is really striking about Sparta.

Cartledge's writing is clear and engaging as he draws from myriad sources both ancient and modern, as well
as from political and cultural theory. These essays, together with their magisterial bibliography, demonstrate
his remarkable scholarly and intellectual range. Spartan Reflections will be an important source on the most
significant issues in Sparta scholarship today as well as a fascinating look at this culture for general readers.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

The event that you get from Spartan Reflections may be the more deep you searching the information that
hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware
of but Spartan Reflections giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this specific Spartan Reflections instantly.

Toby Terry:

The actual book Spartan Reflections will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very ideal to you. The book Spartan Reflections is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-
book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lewis Tuggle:

Precisely why? Because this Spartan Reflections is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Brenda Fairfax:

Spartan Reflections can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Spartan Reflections however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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