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Y our graduate work was on bacterial evolution, but now you're lecturing to 200
freshmen on primate socia life. Y ou've taught Kant for twenty years, but now
you're team-teaching a new course on “Ethics and the Internet.” The personality
theorist retired and wasn't replaced, so now you, the neuroscientist, have to teach
the " Sexual Identity" course. Everyone in academia knows it and no one likesto
admit it: faculty often have to teach courses in areas they don't know very well.
The challenges are even greater when students don't share your cultural
background, lifestyle, or assumptions about how to behave in a classroom.

In this practical and funny book, an experienced teaching consultant offers many
creative strategies for dealing with typical problems. How can you prepare most
efficiently for anew course in anew area? How do you look credible? And what
do you do when you don't have a clue how to answer a question?

Encouraging faculty to think of themselves as learners rather than as experts,
Therese Huston points out that authority in the classroom doesn't come only, or
even mostly, from perfect knowledge. She offerstips for introducing new topics
inalively style, for gauging students understanding, for reaching unresponsive
students, for maintaining discussions when they seem to stop dead, and -yes- for
dealing with those impossible questions.

Original, useful, and hopeful, this book reminds you that teaching what you don't
know, to students whom you may not understand, is not just ajob. It'san
adventure.
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Y our graduate work was on bacterial evolution, but now you're lecturing to 200 freshmen on primate social
life. You've taught Kant for twenty years, but now you're team-teaching a new course on “Ethics and the
Internet.” The personality theorist retired and wasn't replaced, so now you, the neuroscientist, have to teach
the "Sexual Identity" course. Everyone in academia knows it and no one likes to admit it: faculty often have
to teach courses in areas they don't know very well. The challenges are even greater when students don't
share your cultural background, lifestyle, or assumptions about how to behave in a classroom.

In this practical and funny book, an experienced teaching consultant offers many creative strategies for
dealing with typical problems. How can you prepare most efficiently for a new course in anew area? How
do you look credible? And what do you do when you don't have a clue how to answer a question?

Encouraging faculty to think of themselves as |earners rather than as experts, Therese Huston points out that
authority in the classroom doesn't come only, or even mostly, from perfect knowledge. She offerstips for
introducing new topicsin alively style, for gauging students' understanding, for reaching unresponsive
students, for maintaining discussions when they seem to stop dead, and -yes- for dealing with those
impossible questions.

Original, useful, and hopeful, this book reminds you that teaching what you don't know, to students whom
you may nhot understand, is hot just ajob. It's an adventure.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisis one of the best books I've read on university teaching and learning in along time. It addresses an
issue that's seldom discussed, in abook that's both carefully researched and wonderfully sparkling in style.
The author makes a strong case that teaching outside your area of expertise is a serious and extensive
problem, and she offers some highly practical advice about how to meet the challenges. | would make this
book a standard text for both our new faculty program and teaching fellows program, and | suspect that many
other programs will want to do the same. (Ken Bain, author of What the Best College Teachers Do)

Moving behind the reassuring public image of professorial expertise, Huston exposes a growing but still
largely hidden academic reality: university teachers--sometimes even full professors--teaching outside of
their field. Interviews with dozens of university faculty convincingly establish the prevalence of the practice
and clarify the ingtitutional reasons that it will likely increase in the years ahead. But many readers will
quickly move past the analysis of why university faculty must teach outside their specialty to consider the
helpful advice on how to do such teaching well...It may surprise librarians how many teachers and
administrators seek out this book. (Bryce Christensen Booklist 2009-08-01)

As[Huston] demonstrates, teaching outside your area of competence is almost the norm in the U.S.
academy...The hints and tips provided here will be valuable perhaps everywhere that thereis a higher
education system...Teaching What You Don't Know will find a good audience as a rescue manual for the
young, as it assuages the anxieties facing the postgraduate or the postdoctoral teacher. The book, which
clearly draws on awide range of teaching experience on the U.S. scene, offers good advice and outlines
some useful strategies. Huston does, moreover, dig up issues that have become ever more pressing over the
past few years. (Leslie Gofton Times Higher Education 2009-09-10)

Sometimes teachers might find themselvesfilling in, and Teaching What You Don't Know is a handy book to
help them deal with unexpected situations. (Bookseller and Publisher 2009-10-01)

When top-down support and open communication become the norm, teaching outside one's expertise can
cease to be the nightmarish experience many feel it to be and become the illuminating and rewarding
experience that Huston describes. While this is undoubtedly important, Huston's consistently optimistic
treatment of this subject and her clear suggestions for struggling teachers remain the book's greatest
strengths. Teaching What Y ou Don't Know is a pleasure to read and should be required reading in graduate
pedagogy classes across disciplines. (Adam Pacton Pedagogy 2012-02-01)

Have you ever been asked to deliver alecture at short notice on atopic that is outside your comfort zone?
...If s0, read this book. In fact, ever found yourself wondering how you could improve your teaching, even of
topics well within your expertise? Again, if so, read this book. (Celia Popovic Innovationsin Education and
Teaching International)

About the Author
Therese Huston is Founding Director of the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning at Seattle
University.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Conner:

The book Teaching What Y ou Don’t Know can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we |eave the best thing like a book Teaching
What Y ou Don’'t Know? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Teaching What Y ou Don’'t Know has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Rita Kirby:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their cando in
which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-
school until university need this specific Teaching What Y ou Don’t Know to read.

Shannon Bland:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Teaching What Y ou Don’t Know as the daily resource
information.

Julio Canfield:

Often the book Teaching What Y ou Don’t Know will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Teaching What Y ou Don’t Know is much recommended
to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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