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The dancing girls of Lahore inhabit the Diamond Market in the shadow of a great
mosque. The twenty-first century goes on outside the walls of this ancient quarter
but scarcely registers within. Though their trade can be described with accuracy
as prostitution, the dancing girls have an illustrious history: Beloved by emperors
and nawabs, their sophisticated art encompassed the best of Mughal culture. The
modern-day Bollywood aesthetic, with its love of gaudy spectacle, music, and
dance, is their distant legacy. But the life of the pampered courtesan is not the
one now being lived by Maha and her three girls. What they do is forbidden by
Islam, though tolerated; but they are gandi, "unclean," and Maha's daughters, like
her, are born into the business and will not leave it.

Sociologist Louise Brown spent four years in the most intimate study of the
family life of a Lahori dancing girl. With beautiful understatement, she turns a
novelist's eye on a true story that beggars the imagination. Maha, a classically
trained dancer of exquisite grace, had her virginity sold to a powerful Arab
sheikh at the age of twelve; when her own daughter Nena comes of age and
Maha cannot bring in the money she once did, she faces a terrible decision as the
agents of the sheikh come calling once more.
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Sociologist Louise Brown spent four years in the most intimate study of the family life of a Lahori dancing
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Heera Mandi, the ancient red-light district of the Punjabi city of Lahore, Pakistan, is as
distant as the moon from most Western experience, yet sociologist Brown renders an intimate portrait of one
family there that is compelling in its strangeness and its humanity. Shuttling for months at a time between
Heera Mandi and her middle-class world of Birmingham, England, Brown details the goings-on of Maha, her
five children, and the people and places in their tiny universe. Maha, a fading singer-dancer-courtesan in her
midthirties, must now depend on her eldest daughters to join the trade to help shore up the family's shrinking
finances: Nisha, 14, who would literally rather die than come of age; Nena, 12, who appears to embrace the
business with enthusiasm; and Ariba, 11, a dark-skinned pariah who hovers like a ghost over the household.
To that end, Maha is busy making arrangements to sell Nena's virginity to a wealthy sheikh in Dubai. The
family might have been spared this dilemma with help from Maha's husband, Adnan, but he is too drug
addled and distracted with his other wife, Mumtaz, to care. Brown is unsparing in relating the casual
violence Maha and her children inflict on one another, and that befalls them from their circumstances, but
she also can't help but be invested in their futures. Readers of this excellent account will feel the same way.
Alan Moores
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“Riveting and important. Even readers who don’t think they’re interested in Pakistani prostitution will find
themselves engrossed.”

About the Author

Louise Brown is an academic at Birmingham University, England, and the author of several books on Asia.
She frequently returns to Lahore, Pakistan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gena Colgan:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Dancing Girls of Lahore:
Selling Love and Saving Dreams in Pakistan’s Pleasure District will make you to become smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open
or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Wesley Powell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Dancing Girls of Lahore:
Selling Love and Saving Dreams in Pakistan’s Pleasure District book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Robert Cobb:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is The Dancing Girls of Lahore: Selling Love and Saving Dreams in Pakistan’s Pleasure
District.

Hazel Reinoso:

Beside this particular The Dancing Girls of Lahore: Selling Love and Saving Dreams in Pakistan’s Pleasure
District in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Dancing Girls of Lahore: Selling Love and
Saving Dreams in Pakistan’s Pleasure District because this book offers to your account readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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