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Professional historians address the dominant issues and theories offered to
explain the history of American philanthropy and its role in American society.
These essays develop and enlighten major themes, oftentimes contesting each
other in the process. The overarching premise is that philanthropic activity in
America has its roots in the desires of individuals to impose their visions of
societal ideals, or conceptions of truth, upon their society. To do so, they
organize in groups that frequently define themselves and their group's role in
society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"By demonstrating that philanthropic activities have often involved efforts by both individuals and groups to
create a society modeled on their own values and vision, the contributors have provided a provocative
analysis that will transform the very meaning of philanthropy. This is a major contribution to both American
history and the history of philanthropy. Its authors also demonstrate that philanthropic activities--however
valuable--cannot substitute for collective public action to deal with major social problems." Gerald N. Grob,
Henry E. Sigerist Professor of the History of Medicine Emeritus, Rutgers University

"Students of the history of charity and philanthropy have been waiting a long time for a successor to Robert
Bremner's classic survey of the field. They need wait no longer, since this solid collection of essays provides
a cogent, up-to-date, and teachable text. The Friedman and McGarvie volume is an important indication that
the history of philanthropy has come of age as a field of study." Stanley N. Katz, Professor of the Woodrow
Wilson School and Director of the Center for Arts and Cultural Policy Studies, Princeton University

"Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History is a valuable scholarly corrective to earlier mythical
and exclusionary views of American philanthropy, and an affirmation of more critical perspectives. Indeed,
this book may be the single most important work to come out of the new philanthropic studies. It should be
read by researchers, policymakers, and thoughtful practitioners alike." Susan A. Ostrander, Professor of
Sociology, Tufts University

"Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History will be soon acclaimed as one of the most
important works ever published on a subject too long neglected. An inspired introduction by Lawrence J.
Friedman prepares both scholar and general reader for the very accessible but thoroughly penetrating essays
on a uniquely American phenomenon organized giving for amazingly diverse objectives, social, cultural, and
sometimes political in nature. This anthology deserves a wide and appreciative readership because for over
two centuries institutional charity has shaped national destiny in surprising and largely salutary ways."
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Richard J. Milbauer Professor of United States History at the University of Florida

"[This book] should certainly inspire future historians to tackle the topic and, perhaps more important, it will
provide practicioners and nonhistorians with a deeper understanding of the roots of American philantropy."
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly

"Highly recommended." Choice

About the Author
Lawrence J. Friedman is Professor of History and Philanthropic Studies at Indiana University. His
publications include Identity's Architect: A Biography of Erik Erikson (1999) and Menninger: The Family
and the Clinic (1990).

Mark D. McGarvie is the Golieb Fellow in Legal History at the New York University School of Law. He has
published in the Journal of College and University Law, Indiana Magazine of History, and Wisconsin Bar
Bulletin.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heather Jones:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History book is
readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer of Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such
as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Martin:

This Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History are generally reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in
American History can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Hazel Fletcher:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get before. The Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American History giving you
another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life in
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Mattie Peters:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Charity, Philanthropy, and Civility in American
History was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Charity, Philanthropy, and
Civility in American History has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your



needs and try to like reading this.
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