
Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation
of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and
Media Studies)

By Alisa Perren

Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s
(Texas Film and Media Studies) By Alisa Perren

During the 1990s, films such as sex, lies, and videotape, The Crying Game, Pulp
Fiction, Good Will Hunting, and Shakespeare in Love earned substantial sums at
the box office along with extensive critical acclaim. A disproportionate number
of these hits came from one company: Miramax. Indie, Inc. surveys Miramax’s
evolution from independent producer-distributor to studio subsidiary, chronicling
how one company transformed not just the independent film world but the film
and media industries more broadly. As Alisa Perren illustrates, Miramax’s
activities had an impact on everything from film festival practices to marketing
strategies, talent development to awards campaigning.

Case studies of key films, including The Piano, Kids, Scream, The English
Patient, and Life Is Beautiful, reveal how Miramax went beyond influencing
Hollywood business practices and motion picture aesthetics to shaping popular
and critical discourses about cinema during the 1990s. Indie, Inc. does what other
books about contemporary low-budget cinema have not—it transcends
discussions of “American indies” to look at the range of Miramax-released genre
films, foreign-language films, and English-language imports released over the
course of the decade. The book illustrates that what both the press and scholars
have typically represented as the “rise of the American independent” was in fact
part of a larger reconfiguration of the media industries toward niche-oriented
products.
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During the 1990s, films such as sex, lies, and videotape, The Crying Game, Pulp Fiction, Good Will
Hunting, and Shakespeare in Love earned substantial sums at the box office along with extensive critical
acclaim. A disproportionate number of these hits came from one company: Miramax. Indie, Inc. surveys
Miramax’s evolution from independent producer-distributor to studio subsidiary, chronicling how one
company transformed not just the independent film world but the film and media industries more broadly. As
Alisa Perren illustrates, Miramax’s activities had an impact on everything from film festival practices to
marketing strategies, talent development to awards campaigning.

Case studies of key films, including The Piano, Kids, Scream, The English Patient, and Life Is Beautiful,
reveal how Miramax went beyond influencing Hollywood business practices and motion picture aesthetics to
shaping popular and critical discourses about cinema during the 1990s. Indie, Inc. does what other books
about contemporary low-budget cinema have not—it transcends discussions of “American indies” to look at
the range of Miramax-released genre films, foreign-language films, and English-language imports released
over the course of the decade. The book illustrates that what both the press and scholars have typically
represented as the “rise of the American independent” was in fact part of a larger reconfiguration of the
media industries toward niche-oriented products.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Perren’s account is a corrective to the juicier journalistic record, particularly the gossipy standard narrative,
Peter Biskind’s Down and Dirty Pictures (Simon and Schuster, 2004). Biskind’s popularity is probably safe:
Perren’s style is that of someone turning on the lights at a party, and her informative, eye-opening argument
is intentionally deflating and unromantic…She busts myths, and persuasively so..." (Film Quarterly 2012-
10-01)

"In her book Indie, Inc., Alisa Perren masterfully explores the myths and realities behind the Weinsteins' rise,
their cunning selfmythologizing of their enterprise, and the subsequent decline of the company's cultural
influence and commercial viability." (Journal of Popular Culture)

About the Author
Alisa Perren is Associate Professor in the Department of Radio-TV-Film at the University of Texas at
Austin. She is the coeditor of Media Industries: History, Theory, and Method and Coordinating Editor of In
Media Res, a MediaCommons project that experiments with new forms of online scholarship. Her work has
appeared in a range of publications, including Film Quarterly, Journal of Film and Video, Journal of Popular
Film & Television, and FlowTV.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Stewart:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media
Studies).

Diane Russel:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the
Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media Studies) guide written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s
(Texas Film and Media Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
an additional sixth sense.



Sharon Hardin:

This Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media
Studies) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your
hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas
Film and Media Studies) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's
why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life and knowledge.

Frankie Lampkins:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of
Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media Studies) can give you a lot of buddies because by you
considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film
and Media Studies).
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