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An inspirational rallying call about education, race, and the true nature of
equality—the Harvard Graduate School of Education convocation speech
praised as “powerful” by Hillary Rodham Clinton in Teen Vogue and
“inspired” by Justin Timberlake

In emotionally charged spoken-word poetry, Livingston shares a message of
hope and hard truths, declaring that education can become an equalizer only if we
first acknowledge the inequality and racial divides holding back America’s
future. Livingston is dedicated to helping young people reach their celestial
potential, and in his galvanizing commencement address, now adapted for the
first time to the page, he calls on us to raise our voices on behalf of all children,
as their brighter futures can light up our own. Together, we can lift off!

Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of
Education’s convocation. In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life
and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and inspire students. . . .
Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . .
standing up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary
Rodham Clinton, Teen Vogue

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music,
but in any form, this rare graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias
yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem

“Donovan Livingston’s Lift Off is our youth’s gift to us. In this joyous young
man’s voice is the promise of tomorrow.”—James McBride
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In emotionally charged spoken-word poetry, Livingston shares a message of hope and hard truths, declaring
that education can become an equalizer only if we first acknowledge the inequality and racial divides holding
back America’s future. Livingston is dedicated to helping young people reach their celestial potential, and in
his galvanizing commencement address, now adapted for the first time to the page, he calls on us to raise our
voices on behalf of all children, as their brighter futures can light up our own. Together, we can lift off!

Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s convocation.
In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and
inspire students. . . . Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . . standing
up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary Rodham Clinton, Teen Vogue

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music, but in any form, this rare
graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem

“Donovan Livingston’s Lift Off is our youth’s gift to us. In this joyous young man’s voice is the promise of
tomorrow.”—James McBride
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Donovan Livingston

“Donovan Livingston gave a powerful speech at the Harvard Graduate School of Education’s convocation.
In a spoken-word poem, he shared his struggles in life and urged his fellow graduates to fight inequality and
inspire students. . . . Donovan’s message hit home. . . . [He is] part of a rising generation that’s . . . standing
up to some of the biggest challenges in the world today.”—Hillary Clinton, from her Teen Vogue essay on
“What’s RIGHT with America”

“These are the words, and Donovan Livingston’s voice and spirit are the music, but in any form, this rare
graduation speech tells us that learning is full of bias yet can lead us to the stars.”—Gloria Steinem

“Donovan Livingston’s Lift Off is our youth’s gift to us. In this joyous young man’s voice is the promise of
tomorrow.”—James McBride

About the Author
Donovan Livingston is an award-winning educator and public speaker whose convocation address for the
Harvard Graduate School of Education went viral, reaching more than thirteen million views. Livingston and
his speech have been featured on CNN, NPR, BBC, and in outlets across Europe, Australia, India, and South
Africa. He holds master’s degrees from Columbia and Harvard universities and has now returned to his home
state as a doctoral candidate studying education at the University of North Carolina in Greensboro.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hazel Park:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars had been making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The publication Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars. You
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Alma Miranda:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars can be your answer as it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.



Sally McGarvey:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Chantal Dow:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Lift Off: From the Classroom to the Stars. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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