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This latest work from an author known for her contributions to the new cultural
history is a multidisciplinary investigation of the foundations of modern politics.
"Family Romance" was coined by Freud to describe the fantasy of being freed
from one's family and joining one of higher social standing. Lynn Hunt uses the
term broadly to describe the images of the familial order underlying
revolutionary politics. In a wide-ranging account using novels, engravings,
paintings, speeches, newspaper editorials, pornographic writing, and
revolutionary legislation about the family, Hunt shows that politics were
experienced through the grid of the family romance.
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This latest work from an author known for her contributions to the new cultural history is a multidisciplinary
investigation of the foundations of modern politics. "Family Romance" was coined by Freud to describe the
fantasy of being freed from one's family and joining one of higher social standing. Lynn Hunt uses the term
broadly to describe the images of the familial order underlying revolutionary politics. In a wide-ranging
account using novels, engravings, paintings, speeches, newspaper editorials, pornographic writing, and
revolutionary legislation about the family, Hunt shows that politics were experienced through the grid of the
family romance.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Not just for French specialists, this difficult yet fascinating book should also interest psychohistorians,
cultural-intellectual scholars and political scientists. Recognizing that absolutism rested on a model of
patriarchal authority, cultural historian Hunt ( Politics, Culture and Class in the French Revolution , Univ. of
California Pr., 1989) uses Freudian terminology to explore what the killing of the father-king Louis XVI
meant to the revolutionaries creating a new political order. Examining contemporary painting, literature, and
iconography to see how those meanings are expressed, she uncovers the "collective unconscious images of
the familial order" underlying revolutionary beliefs. Motivating the political struggle, she demonstrates, were
changing cultural notions of what defined a "good" mother or father, the republican focus on fraternity rather
than patriarchy, and efforts to democratize family life.
- Marie Marmo Mullaney, Caldwell Coll.,
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"This study will definitely challenge many a complacent historian."--John Taylor, "San Francisco Chronicle

From the Back Cover
This latest work from an author known for her contributions to the new cultural history is a daring
multidisciplinary investigation of the imaginative foundations of modern politics. "Family romance" was
coined by Freud to describe the fantasy of being freed from one's family and belonging to one of higher
social standing. In Freud's view, the family romance was a way for individuals to fantasize about their place
in the social order. Hunt uses the term more broadly, to describe the images of the familial order underlying
revolutionary politics. She investigates the narratives of family relations that structured the collective
political unconscious. Most Europeans in the eighteenth century thought of their rulers as fathers and of their
nations as families writ large. The French Revolution violently disrupted that patriarchal model of authority
and raised troubling questions about what was to replace it. The king and queen were executed after dramatic
separate trials. Prosecutors in the trial of the queen accused her of exerting undue influence on the king and
his ministers, engaging in sexual debauchery, and even committing incest with her eight-year-old son. Hunt
focuses on the meaning of killing the king-father and the queen-mother and what these ritual sacrifices meant
to the establishment of a new model of politics. In a wide-ranging account that uses novels, engravings,
paintings, speeches, newspaper editorials, pornographic writing, and revolutionary legislation about the
family, Hunt shows that politics were experienced through the grid of the family romance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Valerie Little:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Family Romance of the French Revolution to



read.

Leslie Bennett:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Family Romance of the French
Revolution, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Darryl Payton:

Beside this The Family Romance of the French Revolution in your phone, it could possibly give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have The Family Romance of the French Revolution because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!

Faye Michaels:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Family
Romance of the French Revolution.
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