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“Fascinating….A highly readable history of the conflict.” —New York Times
Book Review

In The Great Gamble, a groundbreaking account of the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, former NPR Moscow correspondent Gregory Feifer vividly depicts
the war that contributed greatly to the demise of the USSR, and that offers
striking lessons for the 21st century, as well. Told from the perspective of the
Russians who fought it, The Great Gamble offers valuable insight into the history
of Afghanistan’s troubled government and the rise of the Mujahideen and Al-
Qaeda. In the words of the Minneapolis Star Tribune, “Feifer has done truly
extraordinary research… For all its heft, [The Great Gamble] is an effortless
read—an unusual and gratifying combination.”
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Editorial Review

From The New Yorker
Feifer?s history of the Soviet misadventure in Afghanistan, in the nineteen-eighties, comes just in time for a
proposed expansion of the seven-year-old American effort there. It ought to be instructive, because the
Soviet experience (?an increasingly senseless conflict?) closely mirrors our own?a lightly contested invasion
later thwarted by a homegrown resistance and the ?Afghan tradition of shifting allegiances.? Feifer
assiduously chronicles Soviet errors; some, like the indiscriminate use of explosives when searching villages
and the shelling of wedding parties mistaken for bands of the enemy, have close analogues in the current
war. Yet, strangely, having pointed out all the parallels, Feifer persists in thinking of the American venture as
a ?historic opportunity? undermined by the second front, in Iraq, rather than as intrinsically hopeless.
Copyright ©2008 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

From Booklist
Feifer’s account of the Soviet Union’s 1979 invasion and 10-year occupation of Afghanistan from 1979–89
builds on considerable original research and on Russian-language histories not available in English.
Emphasizing the experiences of Soviet personnel sent to Afghanistan, Feifer portrays their war within the
context of political and military decisions that led to their fighting in Afghanistan. The actual decision by
Soviet leaders to invade was, as far as Feifer can discover, a muddle. It came after the Communist
government in Kabul, unable to quash violent resistance to its program, split apart in bloody factional
fighting. But by staging a coup to install their stooge Babrak Karmal in power, the Soviets took the war into
their own hands and escalated it accordingly. Their major offensives, acording to Feifer, never delivered a
strategic victory, though they tended to prevail in individual battles depicted in the stories of several Soviet
officers and soldiers. Tracing the arc of the Soviets’ military disillusionment in Afghanistan, Feifer, who is
an NPR reporter in Moscow, provides essential historical background to the present war in Afghanistan. --
Gilbert Taylor

Review
“This is a provocative and important book, telling us what the Soviet military was thinking and feeling as it
lost its war in Afghanistan. Gregory Feifer vividly shows that their campaigns there amounted to a manual of
how not to do it.” (Thomas Ricks, author of Fiasco and The Gamble)

“Feifer’s thoughtful, deliberative use of eyewitness testimony gives an intensely close-up sense of what the
war was like for those who fought it.” (Kirkus Reviews)

“Feifer brings to life in spirited detail the bloody, eight-year struggle that killed a million Afghans and tens
of thousands of Russians and broke the back of the Soviet Union, which disappeared within two years of the
war’s end. You think it can’t happen to us? Read Feifer.” (Thomas Powers, author of Heisenberg’s War)

“Tracing the arc of the Soviets’ military disillusionment in Afghanistan, Feifer, who is an NPR reporter in
Moscow, provides essential historical background to the present war in Afghanistan.” (Booklist)

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Thomas Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that The Great Gamble: The
Soviet War in Afghanistan book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Joshua Montgomery:

Here thing why this The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan are different and reliable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with The Great Gamble:
The Soviet War in Afghanistan. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan in e-book
can be your alternative.

Beulah Scherr:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Great Gamble: The Soviet
War in Afghanistan that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you are able to pick The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan become your starter.

Martina Lassiter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This guide The Great Gamble: The Soviet War in Afghanistan was filled regarding science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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