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In seventeenth-century France, Louis XIV rules with flamboyant ambition. In his
domain, wealth and beauty take all; frivolity begets cruelty; science and alchemy
collide. From the Hall of Mirrors to the vermin-infested attics of the Chateau at
Versailles, courtiers compete to please the king, sacrificing fortune, principles,
and even the sacred bond between brother and sister. By the fiftieth year of his
reign, Louis XIV has made France the most powerful state in the western world.
Yet the Sun King's appetite for glory knows no bounds. In a bold stroke, he sends
his natural philosopher on an expedition to seek the source of immortality -- the
rare, perhaps mythical, sea monsters. For the glory, of his God, his country, and
his king, Father Yves de la Croix returns with his treasures: one heavy shroud
packed in ice...and a covered basin that imprisons a shrieking creature.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In this rich and engrossing tale, Vonda N. McIntyre proves once again that her plotting and mastery of
language are among the best in the business. The Moon and the Sun, which won the 1997 Nebula Award for
best novel of the year, is the story of Marie-Josèphe, a young lady in the court of Louis XIV. When her
brother Yves returns from a naturalist voyage with two sea monsters (one live, one dead), Marie-Josèphe is
caught up in a battle of wills involving the fate of the living creature. The king intends to test whether the sea
monster holds the secrets of immortality, but Marie-Josèphe knows the creature to be an intelligent, lonely
being who yearns only to be set free. In a monumental test of the limits of patience and love, Marie-Josèphe
defies the will of the king, her brother, and the pope in defense of what she knows is right, at any cost.
McIntyre's atmospheric prose envelops the reader in a fully realized world--sights, smells, and sounds are
described in great detail. The author completely represents the Sun King's court at Versailles--her research
for the book must have been quite extensive. The blend of history, science, and fantasy makes for a book you
will want to gulp down. --Therese Littleton

From Library Journal
A successful sf writer takes a stab at alternate history in this Gothic tale featuring a captured sea monster in
17th-century France.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
A Jesuit scientist, dispatched on an expedition by Louis XIV, brings a female "sea monster" back to the
court. The king thinks the creature will enhance his glory and may hold the secret of immortality. But the
Jesuit's younger sister, Marie-Josephe, newly come to Versailles, soon discovers that the newcomer is
anything but monstrous. The revelation brings both females into collision with the Jesuit, the pope, and Louis
himself. McIntyre has done her historical homework, as is evident in a superbly realized setting, and she
executes the plot with superior skill. But her characterization is uneven, with the sea lady rising head and
shoulders above the human protagonists, who are a trifle wooden and occasionally tainted by didacticism.
But this is the only weakness in a splendid historical fantasy that shows sf star McIntyre admirably opening
new territory. Roland Green

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Baldwin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need
to answer that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific
The Moon and the Sun to read.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


William Sanders:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Moon and the Sun as your daily resource information.

Patricia Meyer:

The reason? Because this The Moon and the Sun is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

John Almanzar:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This The Moon and the Sun can give you a lot of friends because by
you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So ,
why hesitate? We should have The Moon and the Sun.
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