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A vivid account of growing up poor, rebellious, and anti-Fascist in Nazi
Germany

What’s to Become of the Boy? is a spirited, insightful, and wonderfully
sympathetic memoir about life during wartime written with the characteristic
brilliance by one of the 20th-century’s most celebrated authors. It is both an
essential autobiography of the Nobel Prizewinning author and a compelling
memoir of being young and idealistic during an age of hardship and war.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Böll’s writing is filled with a bleak beauty that unflinchingly gazes upon the sources of both the bleakness
and the beauty of life …” —The Rumpus

“What’s to Become of the Boy? makes an ideal short introduction to Böll. At the same time, it offers an
unusual perspective on Hitler’s rise to power: The rise of totalitarianism and the stultification of civil society,
as seen through the eyes of a teenage boy.” —Anne Applebaum (from the new introduction)

"[P]ared down prose, lean but sturdy, subtle yet unsettling, always with the power to provoke and to
devastate." 
—The Quarterly Conversation 

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: German

About the Author
In 1972, Heinrich Böll became the first German to win the Nobel Prize for literature since Thomas Mann in
1929. Born in Cologne, in 1917, Böll was reared in a liberal Catholic, pacifist family. Drafted into the
Wehrmacht, he served on the Russian and French fronts and was wounded four times before he found
himself in an American prison camp. After the war he enrolled at the University of Cologne, but dropped out
to write about his shattering experiences as a soldier. His first novel, The Train Was on Time, was published
in 1949, and he went on to become one of the most prolific and important of post-war German writers. His
best-known novels include Billiards at Half-Past Nine (1959), The Clown (1963), Group Portrait with Lady
(1971), and The Safety Net (1979). In 1981 he published a memoir, What’s to Become of the Boy? or:
Something to Do with Books. Böll served for several years as the president of International P.E.N. and was a
leading defender of the intellectual freedom of writers throughout the world. He died in June 1985.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Elias Rosser:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with
Books. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important
a book What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.



Mario Rice:

The book What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book What's
to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books to get your habit, you can get far more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like available and read a guide What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Anna Thompson:

The publication with title What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to Do with Books has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Jodi Dauphin:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This What's to Become of the Boy?: Or, Something to
Do with Books can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?
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