
Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of Art Nouveau

By Victor Arwas, Jana Brabcová-Orlíková, Anna Dvorák

Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of Art Nouveau By Victor Arwas, Jana
Brabcová-Orlíková, Anna Dvorák

Alphonse Mucha (1860-1939) was one of the most important decorative artists
working in Paris at the turn of the century. His distinctive and original posters
and his decorative panels in le style Mucha became almost synonymous with
French Art Nouveau. The admirer and iconographer of Sarah Bernhardt, he was
also well known as the creator of familiar advertisements and as a book
illustrator. Yet there was much more to Mucha’s achievement than this. At the
height of his career as a decorative artist, he became convinced that art should
serve ideas, he became chief artistic and cultural adviser to the interwar Czech
government, and he completed a major and controversial fresco cycle, the Slav
Epic, as well as portraits and large symbolic paintings.

This book—the first full-scale treatment of Mucha’s entire oeuvre—includes
discussions and reproductions of paintings, posters, panneaux decoratifs, pastels,
drawings, and illustrations from throughout his career. In addition, the authors
provide essays on Mucha’s Paris years; his association with Sarah Bernhardt; the
importance of American patronage on his later work; his graphic and painterly
techniques; and the problems connected with the conservation of the large
canvases.

This lavishly illustrated book is the catalogue for an exhibition of Mucha’s work
that will tour the United States, beginning in San Diego in 1998.

Published in association with Art Services International, Washington, D.C.
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Alphonse Mucha (1860-1939) was one of the most important decorative artists working in Paris at the turn of
the century. His distinctive and original posters and his decorative panels in le style Mucha became almost
synonymous with French Art Nouveau. The admirer and iconographer of Sarah Bernhardt, he was also well
known as the creator of familiar advertisements and as a book illustrator. Yet there was much more to
Mucha’s achievement than this. At the height of his career as a decorative artist, he became convinced that
art should serve ideas, he became chief artistic and cultural adviser to the interwar Czech government, and he
completed a major and controversial fresco cycle, the Slav Epic, as well as portraits and large symbolic
paintings.

This book—the first full-scale treatment of Mucha’s entire oeuvre—includes discussions and reproductions
of paintings, posters, panneaux decoratifs, pastels, drawings, and illustrations from throughout his career. In
addition, the authors provide essays on Mucha’s Paris years; his association with Sarah Bernhardt; the
importance of American patronage on his later work; his graphic and painterly techniques; and the problems
connected with the conservation of the large canvases.

This lavishly illustrated book is the catalogue for an exhibition of Mucha’s work that will tour the United
States, beginning in San Diego in 1998.

Published in association with Art Services International, Washington, D.C.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Alphonse Mucha (1890-1939) was one of the most important decorative artists in Paris at the turn of the
century. His sensual female portraits with their elaborate borders?le style Mucha?embody the essence of Art
Nouveau. The Mucha family and the Mucha Foundation have put together a touring exhibition of Mucha's
work, and this is the companion volume. Though numerous works on Mucha have appeared in the past few
decades, none have been as exhaustive as this illustrated group of essays by noted European experts. The
full-scale treatment covers paintings, decorative panels, pastels, drawings, photographs, jewelry, and
advertisements as well as numerous book and magazine illustrations. The essays elucidate Mucha's political
activities in Czechoslovakia, which spawned the enormous murals "The Slav Epic"; his association with the
actress Sarah Bernhardt; and the impact of American patronage on his later work. This lavish homage may
prove to be the most important study of an amazing and prolific artist. Highly recommended.?Joseph C.
Hewgley, Nashville P.L., Antioch
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Victor Arwas is director of Editions Graphiques. Jana A. Brabcova is former chief curator of prints and
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Anna Dvorak is librarian at the North Carolina Museum of Art. Jack Rennert is president of Posters
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of Art Nouveau? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Myrtle Hamer:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of
Art Nouveau will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?



Mildred Lucas:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of Art
Nouveau. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Norma Baumgarten:

This Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit of Art Nouveau is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Alphonse Mucha: The Spirit
of Art Nouveau in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So
, it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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